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HEXAGRAM 62 - Hsiao Kuo - Preponderance of the Small 

Above	CHEN 	THE AROUSING, THUNDER
Below	KEN	KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN

While in the hexagram Ta Kuo, PREPONDERANCE OF THE GREAT (28), 
the strong lines 
· preponderate and 
· are within inclosed between weak lines at the 
· top and 
· bottom, 
the present hexagram 
· has weak lines preponderating, 
though here again 
· they are on the outside, 
· the strong lines being within.  
This indeed is the basis of 
the exceptional situation indicated by the hexagram.  
When 
strong lines are outside, 
we have the hexagram 
· I, PROVIDING NOURISHMENT (27), or 
· Chung Fu, INNER TRUTH (61); 
neither represents an exceptional state.  
When 
· strong elements within preponderate, 
· they necessarily enforce their will.  
This creates struggle and exceptional conditions in general.  
But 
in the present hexagram 
it is the weak element that perforce must mediate with the outside world.  
If 
· a man occupies a position of authority for which 
· he is by nature really inadequate, 
extraordinary prudence is necessary.

THE JUDGMENT

PREPONDERANCE OF THE SMALL.  
Success.  
Perseverance furthers.
· Small things may be done; 
· great things should not be done. 
The flying bird brings the message: 
· It is not well to strive upward, 
· It is well to remain below. 
Great good fortune.

· Exceptional modesty and 
· conscientiousness 
are sure to be rewarded with success; 
however, 
if a man is not to throw himself away, 
it is important that they should 
· not become empty form and subservience 
· but be combined always with a correct dignity in personal behavior.  
We must understand the demands of the time 
in order to find the necessary offset for its 
· deficiencies and 
· damages.  
In any event 
· we must not count on great success, 
· since the requisite strength is lacking.  
In this lies the importance of the message that 
one should 
· not strive after lofty things 
but 
· hold to lowly things.

The structure of the hexagram gives rise to the idea that 
this message is brought by a bird.  
In Ta Kuo, PREPONDERANCE OF THE GREAT (28), 
· the four strong, heavy lines within, 
· supported only by two weak lines without, 
give the image of a sagging ridgepole.  
Here 
· the supporting weak lines are both 
· outside and 
· preponderant; 
this gives the image of a soaring bird.  
But 
· a bird should not try to surpass itself and fly into the sun; 
· it should descend to the earth, where its nest is.  
In this way 
· it gives the message conveyed by the hexagram.

THE IMAGE

Thunder on the mountain:  The image of PREPONDERANCE OF THE SMALL.  
Thus 
· in his conduct the superior man gives preponderance to reverence.  
· In bereavement be gives preponderance to grief.  
· In his expenditures he gives preponderance to thrift.

· Thunder on the mountain is different from 
· thunder on the plain.  
In the mountains, 
· thunder seems much nearer; 
outside the mountains, 
· it is less audible than the thunder of an ordinary storm.  
Thus 
the superior man derives an imperative from this image: 
he must always fix his eyes 
· more closely and 
· more directly 
on duty 
than does the ordinary man, 
even though this might make his behavior seem petty to the outside world.  
He is exceptionally conscientious in his actions.  
In bereavement 
· emotion means more to him than ceremoniousness.  
In all his personal expenditures 
· he is extremely simple and unpretentious.  
In comparison with the man of the masses, 
· all this makes him stand out as exceptional.  
But 
the essential significance of his attitude lies in the fact that 
in external matters 
· he is on the side of the lowly.

THE LINES

Six at the beginning means: 
The bird meets with misfortune through flying. 

· A bird ought to remain in the nest until 
· it is fledged.  
If 
· it tries to fly before this, 
· it invites misfortune. 
Extraordinary measures should be resorted to only 
when all else fails.  
At first 
· we ought to put up with traditional ways as long as possible; 
otherwise 
· we 
· exhaust ourselves and our energy and 
· still achieve nothing.


Nine in the third place means:  
If one is not extremely careful,  
Somebody may 
· come up from behind and 
· strike him.  
Misfortune.

At certain times 
extraordinary caution is absolutely necessary.  
But 
it is just in such life situations that we find 
· upright and strong personalities who, conscious of being in the right, 
disdain to hold themselves on guard, 
because 
· they consider it petty.  
Instead, 
· they go their way 
· proud and 
· unconcerned.  
But this self-confidence deludes them.  
There are dangers lurking for which 
· they are unprepared. 
Yet such danger is not unavoidable; 
one can escape it 
if 
· he understands that the time demands that 
· he pay especial attention to small and insignificant things.

Nine in the fourth place means:  
No blame.  
He meets him without passing by.  
Going brings danger.  
One must be on guard.  
Do not act.  
Be constantly persevering.

Hardness of character is tempered by yielding position (1), 
so that no mistakes are made.  
The situation here calls for extreme caution; 
· one must make no attempt of one's own initiative to reach the desired end.  
And if 
· one were to go on, endeavoring to force his way to the goal, 
· he would be endangered.  
Therefore 
· one must 
· be on guard and 
· not act but continue inwardly to persevere.
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HEXAGRAM 24 – Fu - Return (The Turning Point)

Above	K'UN	THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 
Below	CHEN	THE AROUSING, THUNDER

The idea of a turning point arises from 
the fact that 
· after the dark lines have pushed all of the light lines upward and out of the hexagram, 
· another light line enters the hexagram from below.  
The time of darkness is past.  
The winter solstice brings the victory of light.  
This hexagram is linked with the eleventh month, 
the month of the solstice (December-January).

THE JUDGMENT

RETURN.  Success.
· Going out and coming in without error.  
· Friends come without blame. 
· To and fro goes the way. 
· On the seventh day comes return.
· It furthers one to have somewhere to go.

After a time of decay comes the turning point.  
The powerful light that has been banished returns.  
There is movement, but 
it is not brought about by force.  
The upper trigram K'un is characterized by devotion; 
thus the movement is natural, arising spontaneously.  
For this reason the transformation of the old becomes easy.  
· The old is discarded and 
· the new is introduced.  
Both measures accord with the time; 
therefore no harm results.  
Societies of people sharing the same views are formed.  
But since these groups 
· come together in full public knowledge and 
· are in harmony with the time, 
· all selfish separatist tendencies are excluded, and 
· no mistake is made.

The idea of RETURN is based on the course of nature.  
· The movement is cyclic, and 
· the course completes itself.  
Therefore 
it is not necessary to hasten anything artificially.  
Everything comes of itself at the appointed time.  
This is the meaning of heaven and earth.

All movements are accomplished in six stages, and 
the seventh brings return.  
Thus 
· the Winter solstice, with which the decline of the year begins, 
· comes in the seventh month after the summer solstice; 
so too 
· sunrise 
· comes in the seventh double hour after sunset.  
Therefore 
seven is the number of the young light, and 
it arises when six, the number of the great darkness, is increased by one.  
In this way 
the state of rest gives place to movement.

THE IMAGE

Thunder within the earth:  The image of THE TURNING POINT. 
Thus 
· the kings of antiquity closed the passes At the time of solstice. 
· Merchants and strangers did not go about, And 
· the ruler Did not travel through the provinces.

The winter solstice has always been celebrated in China as the resting time of the year – 
a custom that survives in the time of rest observed at the new year.  
In winter the life energy, symbolized by thunder, the Arousing is still underground.  
Movement is just at its beginning; 
therefore 
it must be strengthened by rest, 
so that it will not be dissipated by being used prematurely.  
This principle, i.e., of allowing energy that is renewing itself to be reinforced by rest, 
applies to all similar situations.  
· The return of health after illness, 
· the return of understanding after an estrangement:
everything must be treated tenderly and with care at the beginning, 
so that the return may lead to a flowering.
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