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HEXAGRAM 17 - Sui - Following

AboveTUI = THE JOYOUS, LAKE
Below CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER

The trigram Tui, the Joyous, whose attribute is gladness, is above;
Chen, the Arousing, which has the attribute of movement, is below.
Joy in movement induces following.

The Joyous is the youngest daughter, while

the Arousing is the eldest son.

An older man
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e defers to a young girl and
e shows her consideration.
By this he moves her to follow him.

THE JUDGMENT

FOLLOWING has supreme success.
Perseverance furthers.
No blame.

In order to obtain a following one must first know how to adapt oneself.

If a man would rule he must first learn to serve,

for only in this way does he secure from those below him the joyous assent

that is necessary if they are to follow him.

If he has to obtain a following

e by force or cunning,

e by conspiracy or

e by creating factions,

he invariably arouses resistance, which obstructs willing adherence.

But even joyous movement can lead to evil consequences,

hence the added stipulation,

"Perseverance furthers"-that is, consistency in doing right - together with "No

blame."

e Just as we should not ask others to follow us unless this condition is fulfilled,

e so it is only under this condition that we can in turn follow others without
coming to harm.

The thought of obtaining a following through adaptation to the demands of the time
is a great and significant idea;
this is why the appended judgment is so favorable.

THE IMAGE

Thunder in the middle of the lake: The image of FOLLOWING.
Thus the superior man at nightfall
Goes indoors for rest and recuperation.

In the autumn electricity withdraws into the earth again and rests.

Here it is the thunder in the middle of the lake that serves as the image -
e thunder in its winter rest,

e not thunder in motion.

The idea of following in the sense of adaptation to the demands of the time
grows out of this image.

Thunder in the middle of the lake indicates times of

e darkness and

e rest.

Similarly, a superior man, after being tirelessly active all day,



allows himself rest and recuperation at night.

No situation can become favorable until one

e s able to adapt to it and

e does not wear himself out with mistaken resistance.

THE LINES

Nine at the beginning- means:
The standard is changing,
Perseverance brings good fortune.
To go out of the door in company
Produces deeds.

There are exceptional conditions in which the relation between leader and followers

changes.

It is implicit in the idea of following and adaptation that if

e one wants to lead others,

e one must remain accessible and responsive to the views of those under him.

At the same time, however,

e he must have firm principles, so that

e he does not vacillate where there is only a question of current opinion.

Once

e we are ready to listen to the opinions of others,

¢ we must not associate exclusively with people who share our views or with
members of our own party; instead,

e we must go out and mingle freely with all sorts of people, friends or foes.

That is the only way to achieve something.

Six in the third place means:

If

e one clings to the strong man,

¢ One loses the little boy.

Through following one finds what one seeks.
It furthers one to remain persevering.

When

the right connection with distinguished people has been found,
a certain loss naturally ensues.

A man must part company with the

e inferior and

e superficial.

But in his heart

¢ he will feel satisfied, because

e he will find what he seeks and needs for the development of his personality.

The important thing is to remain firm.

He must

e know what he wants and



e not be led astray by momentary inclinations.
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HEXAGRAM 31 - Hsien - Influence (Wooing)

AboveTUI = THE JOYOUS, LAKE
Below KEN KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN

The name of the hexagram means
e '"universal,"

e ‘"general,"

and in a figurative sense

e "to influence,"

e "to stimulate."

e The upper trigrams is Tui, the Joyous;

e the lower is Ken, Keeping Still.

By its persistent, quiet influence, the lower, rigid trigram
e stimulates the upper, weak trigram, which

e responds to this stimulation cheerfully and joyously.

e Ken, the lower trigram, is the youngest son;

e the upper, Tui, is the youngest daughter.

Thus the universal mutual attraction between the sexes is represented.
In courtship, the masculine principle must

e seize the initiative and

e place itself below the feminine principle.

Just as

e the first part of book I begins with the hexagrams of heaven and earth,
the foundations of all that exists,

e the second part begins with the hexagrams of courtship and marriage,
the foundations of all social relationships.

THE JUDGMENT
Influence.

Success.
Perseverance furthers.
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To take a maiden to wife brings good fortune.

e The weak element is above,

e the strong below;

hence

e their powers attract each other, so that

e they unite.

This brings about success, for

all success depends on the effect of mutual attraction.
By keeping still within while experiencing joy without,
one can

e prevent the joy from going to excess and

¢ hold it within proper bounds.

This is the meaning of the added admonition, "Perseverance furthers," for
it is perseverance that makes the difference between
e seduction and

e courtship;

in the latter

the strong man

takes a position inferior to that of the weak girl and
shows consideration for her.

This attraction between affinities is a general law of nature.
Heaven and earth

e attract each other and thus

e all creatures come into being.

Through such attraction

e the sage influences men's hearts, and thus

e the world attains peace.

From the attractions they exert

we can learn the nature of all beings

e in heaven and

e on earth.

THE IMAGE

A lake on the mountain: The image of influence.
Thus

the superior man encourages people to approach him
By his readiness to receive them.

A mountain with a lake on its summit is stimulated by the moisture from the lake.
It has this advantage because its summit

e does not jut out as a peak

e but is sunken.

The image counsels that the mind should be kept

e humble and

o free,

so that



it may remain receptive to good advice.
People soon give up counseling a man who thinks that
he knows everything better than anyone else.



