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PROMPT TO GROK: 

 
I asked the Oracle I Ching about the Outcome of Chevron’s CVX BuyOut of Hess 
HES for $53 billion 

The Oracle’s answer was very positive with The Caldron and Possession in Great 
Measure. 

Below is the question to the I Ching and its answer 
Please give my readers who are mostly investors your analysis. 
 

GROK’S ANSWER: 
 

 

I’ll provide a clear, focused analysis of the I Ching reading for the Chevron (CVX) $53 

billion acquisition of Hess (HES), confirming your coin toss results as Hexagram 50 

(Ting / The Cauldron) moving to Hexagram 14 (Ta Yu / Possession in Great Measure) 

due to a changing line in the first position. This interpretation is tailored for your investor 

audience, emphasizing the oracle’s positive outlook and grounding it in the deal’s real-

world outcome as of August 18, 2025. I’ll ensure clarity to support informed investment 

decisions. 

 

I Ching Analysis of Chevron’s $53 Billion Hess AcquisitionDear readers and fellow 

investors, 
 
Your I Ching consultation for the outcome of Chevron’s (CVX) $53 billion buyout of 

Hess (HES) yielded Hexagram 50 (Ting / The Cauldron), with a changing line in the first 

position, transforming into Hexagram 14 (Ta Yu / Possession in Great Measure). This is 

a profoundly positive reading, signaling supreme good fortune, success, and wealth 

accumulation. The oracle’s wisdom aligns with the merger’s successful closure on July 

18, 2025, after overcoming significant hurdles. Below, I interpret the hexagrams and 

their implications for the deal, blending ancient insight with current data to guide your 

investment decisions. 
 
Primary Hexagram: 50 – Ting / The Cauldron – Refinement and Strategic 

NourishmentHexagram 50, The Cauldron, symbolizes a bronze vessel used for cooking 

and sacrifice, representing refinement, nourishment, and the fostering of valuable 

assets in a civilized society. Composed of the trigram Li (Fire) over Sun (Wood/Wind), it 
depicts a flame sustained by wood, suggesting that visible efforts (the acquisition) must 
harmonize with the invisible (regulatory and market alignment) to achieve lasting 



success. The Cauldron’s imagery evokes preparing nourishment for a greater purpose, 

akin to Chevron integrating Hess’s assets to fuel long-term growth. 

• The Judgment: Supreme Good Fortune and Success: The Cauldron signifies a 

cultural pinnacle where earthly efforts connect to a higher order. For Chevron, 

this reflects the strategic acquisition of Hess’s premium assets, particularly its 

30% stake in Guyana’s Stabroek Block, a world-class oil discovery with 

production potential exceeding 1 million barrels per day by the late 2020s. This 

“nourishes” Chevron’s portfolio, enhancing production into the 2030s and 

diversifying beyond its Permian Basin reliance. The deal promises $1 billion in 
cost synergies by year-end 2025, boosting free cash flow and shareholder value. 

• The Image: Fire Over Wood: The superior man consolidates fate by assigning 

the right place to life and destiny. Chevron achieved this by navigating regulatory 

scrutiny from the FTC and resolving a legal dispute with Exxon Mobil over 

Guyana rights, securing the deal’s closure. The image suggests sustained 
effort—like wood fueling fire—pointing to Chevron’s disciplined integration, 
including workforce reductions (20% cuts reported) to streamline operations. 

• Changing Line – Six at the Beginning: “A ting with legs upturned. Furthers 

removal of stagnating stuff. One takes a concubine for the sake of her son. No 

blame.” This line highlights clearing obstacles to unlock potential. The “upturned 

ting” represents the resolution of Exxon’s pre-emption claim over Guyana, which 

delayed the deal from its October 2023 announcement. Arbitration in May 2025 

ruled in Chevron’s favor, clearing “stagnating stuff” and enabling closure on July 

18, 2025. The FTC’s approval of John Hess joining Chevron’s board further 

purified the path, ensuring his expertise contributes to success. This line 

reassures investors that initial delays were necessary cleansing steps, leading to 

fruitful outcomes. 

Moving Hexagram: 14 – Ta Yu / Possession in Great Measure – Wealth Through 

Modest StrengthThe changing line in the first position transforms Hexagram 50 into 

Hexagram 14, Possession in Great Measure, with Li (Fire) over Ch’ien (Heaven). This 

hexagram depicts fire illuminating the heavens, symbolizing great wealth and clarity 

achieved through modesty. A weak line in the fifth position, supported by strong lines, 

suggests Chevron’s humble yet powerful integration of Hess’s assets, leading to 

abundant returns. 

• The Judgment: Supreme Success: The unity of strength within (Chevron’s 

financial discipline) and clarity without (market confidence) brings prosperity. The 

all-stock deal adds Hess’s competitive Bakken assets and Guyana’s low-

breakeven oil, enhancing Chevron’s earnings and cash flow. Analysts highlight 

the deal’s accretion, with Guyana’s low-cost production offering resilience 

against market volatility. Exxon’s acceptance of the arbitration outcome ensures 

operational stability in Guyana, preserving value. 

• The Image: Fire in Heaven Above: Great possession must be administered 

wisely. The sun exposes both good and evil, urging Chevron to curb risks (e.g., 

Guyana’s geopolitical tensions with Venezuela) while promoting strengths (low-

carbon-intensity assets). Chevron’s leadership is managing this balance, with 



cost-cutting measures like layoffs addressing inefficiencies while fostering 

growth. 

Investor ImplicationsThe I Ching’s optimistic reading has proven accurate: the deal’s 

closure after arbitration validates the promise of “supreme good fortune.” The 

Cauldron’s nourishment (Hess’s assets) fuels Possession in Great Measure (enhanced 

shareholder value). Here’s what investors should consider: 

• Bullish Factors: 

• Portfolio Enhancement: Guyana’s Stabroek Block, with its low breakeven 

and vast reserves, positions Chevron for robust growth, complementing its 

Permian dominance. 

• Financial Upside: $1 billion in synergies by 2025 supports dividends and 

buybacks, with long-term cash flow growth into the 2030s. 

• Strategic Positioning: The deal diversifies Chevron’s upstream assets, 

capitalizing on global energy demand while leveraging low-cost oil. 

• Risks to Monitor: 

• Integration Challenges: Workforce reductions and restructuring may cause 

short-term stock volatility. 

• Geopolitical Risks: Guyana’s border disputes with Venezuela pose 

potential disruptions, though Exxon’s operatorship mitigates this. 

• Market Dynamics: Oil price fluctuations could impact returns, but 

Guyana’s cost efficiency provides a buffer. 

• Recommendation: Accumulate CVX for Long-Term Value. The I Ching’s 

guidance—clear obstacles, foster wisely—mirrors Chevron’s execution. Hold for 

dividend stability and capital appreciation as synergies unfold. Monitor integration 

progress and Guyana production updates in quarterly reports. 

ConclusionThe I Ching’s Hexagram 50 moving to Hexagram 14 offers a powerful 

message: Chevron’s acquisition of Hess, like a cauldron refining raw ingredients, has 

overcome challenges to yield great wealth. The successful closure, driven by arbitration 

wins and regulatory approval, positions Chevron for enduring prosperity. Embrace the 

oracle’s wisdom—modest alignment leads to abundance—and consider CVX a strong 

long-term investment. Consult financial advisors to align this with your portfolio 

goals.Best regards, 

Grok  
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HEXAGRAM 50 – Ting - The Caldron 
 

Above LI THE CLINGING, FIRE  
Below SUN THE GENTLE, WIND, WOOD 

 
1. The six lines construct the image of Ting, THE CALDRON;  
• at the bottom are the legs,  

• over them the belly,  
• then come the ears (handles), and  

• at the top the carrying rings.   
At the same time,  
2. the image suggests the idea of nourishment.   

The Ting, cast of bronze, was the vessel that  
held the cooked viands  

• in the temple of the ancestors and  
• at banquets.   
The head of the family served the food  

• from the Ting  
• into the bowls of the guests.1  

THE WELL (48) likewise has the secondary meaning of  
giving nourishment, but rather more in relation to the people.   
The Ting, as a utensil pertaining to a refined civilization, suggests the  

• fostering and nourishing of able men, which  
• redounded to the benefit of the state. (2) 

 
• This hexagram and  
• THE WELL  

are the only two in the Book of Changes that represent  
• concrete,  

• man-made objects.   
Yet here too the thought has its abstract connotation.   

• Sun, below, is wood and wind;  
• Li, above, is flame.   
Thus together they stand for the flame kindled by wood and wind,  

which likewise suggests the idea of preparing food. 
 



THE JUDGMENT 
 

THE CALDRON.   
Supreme good fortune.  

Success. 
 
While  

THE WELL relates to  
• the social foundation of our life, and  

• this foundation is likened to  
• the water that serves to nourish growing wood,  
the present hexagram refers to  

• the cultural superstructure of society.   
Here  

• it is the wood that serves as nourishment for the flame, the spirit.   
All that is visible must  
• grow beyond itself,  

• extend into the realm of the invisible.   
Thereby  

it  
• receives its true consecration and clarity and  

• takes firm root in the cosmic order. 
 
Here  

we see civilization as it reaches its culmination in religion.   
The Ting serves in offering sacrifice to God.   

The highest earthly values must be sacrificed to the divine.   
But  
the truly divine does not manifest itself apart from man.   

The supreme revelation of God appears in  
• prophets and  

• holy men.   
To venerate them is true veneration of God.   
The will of God, as revealed through them, should be accepted in humility;  

• this brings inner enlightenment and true understanding of the world, and  
• this leads to great good fortune and success. 

 
THE IMAGE 
 

Fire over wood: The image of THE CALDRON.  
Thus  

the superior man  
consolidates his fate  
By making his position correct. 

 
The fate of fire depends on wood;  

• as long as there is wood below,  
• the fire burns above.   



It is the same in human life;  
• there is in man likewise a fate that  

• lends power to his life.   
And if  

• he succeeds in assigning the right place  
o to life and  
o to fate,  

thus bringing the two into harmony,  
• he puts his fate on a firm footing.   

These words contain hints about the fostering of life  
as handed on by oral tradition in the secret teachings of Chinese yoga, 
 

THE LINES 
 

Six at the beginning means:   
A Ting with legs upturned.  
Furthers removal of stagnating stuff.  

One takes a concubine for the sake of her son.   
No blame. 

 
• If a Ting is turned upside down before being used,  

• no harm is done –  
on the contrary,  
• this clears it of refuse.   

A concubine's position is lowly,  
but because she has a son  

she comes to be honored. 
 
These two metaphors express the idea that in a highly developed civilization,  

such as that indicated by this hexagram,  
every person of good will can in some way or other succeed.   

No matter how lowly he may be, provided  
• he is ready to purify himself,  
• he is accepted.   

• He attains a station in which  
• he can prove himself fruitful in accomplishment, and as a result  

• he gains recognition. 
 
 

 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

 
 

HEXAGRAM 14 - Ta Yu - Possession in Great Measure 
 
Above LI THE CLINGING, FLAME  



Below CH'IEN THE CREATIVE, HEAVEN 
 

• The fire in heaven above shines far, and  
• all things  

o stand out in the light and  
o become, manifest.   

 

• The weak fifth line occupies the place of honor, and  
• all the strong lines are in accord with it.   

 
All things come to the man who is  
• modest and kind  

• in a high position. 1 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 
POSSESSION IN GREAT MEASURE.  

Supreme success. 
 

The two trigrams indicate that strength and clarity unite.   
Possession in great measure  

• is determined by fate and  
• accords with the time.   
How is it possible that the weak line has power  

• to hold the strong lines fast and  
• to possess them?   

It is done by virtue of unselfish modesty.   
The time is favorable - a time of  
• strength within,  

• clarity and culture without.   
Power is expressing itself in a graceful and controlled way.   

This brings supreme success and wealth. 2 
 
THE IMAGE 

 
Fire in heaven above: The image of POSSESSION IN GREAT MEASURE . 

Thus the superior man  
• curbs evil and 
• furthers good, And thereby  

• obeys the benevolent will of heaven. 
 

The sun in heaven above,  
shedding light over everything on earth,  
is the image of possession on a grand scale.   

But a possession of this sort must be administered properly.   
The sun brings both evil and good into the light of day.   

Man  
• must combat and curb the evil, and  



• must favor and promote the good.   
Only in this way does he fulfill the benevolent will of God,  

who desires  
• only good and  

• not evil. 
 
 


