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HEXAGRAM 60 – Chieh - Limitation 
 

Above K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER  
Below TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE 

 
• A lake occupies a limited space.   
When more water comes into it,  

• it overflows.   
Therefore  

limits must be set for the water.  
The image shows  
• water below and  

• water above,  
• with the firmament between them as a limit. 

 
The Chinese word for limitation really  
denotes the joints that divide a bamboo stalk.   

https://icic.com/?p=9023


• In relation to ordinary life  
o it means the thrift that sets fixed limits upon expenditures.   

• In relation to the moral sphere  
o it means the fixed limits that the superior man sets upon his actions -  

the limits of loyalty and disinterestedness. 
 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
LIMITATION.   

Success.   
Galling limitation must not be persevered in. 
 

• Limitations are troublesome,  
but  

• they are effective.   
If  
• we live economically in normal times,  

• we are prepared for times of want.   
To be sparing saves us from humiliation.   

Limitations are also indispensable in the regulation of world conditions.   
In nature there are fixed limits for  

• summer and winter,  
• day and night, and  
these limits give the year its meaning.   

In the same way,  
economy,  

by setting fixed limits upon expenditures,  
acts to  
• preserve property and  

• prevent injury to the people. 
 

But in limitation  
we must observe due measure.  
• If a man should seek to impose galling limitations upon his own nature,  

o it would be injurious.   
And  

• if he should go too far in imposing limitations on others,  
o they would rebel.   

Therefore  

it is necessary to set limits even upon limitations 
 

THE IMAGE 
 
Water over lake: the image of LIMITATION.  

Thus  
the superior man   

• Creates number and measure, And  
• examines the nature of virtue and correct conduct. 



 
• A lake is something limited.   

• Water is inexhaustible.   
 

A lake  
• can contain only a definite amount of the infinite quantity of water;  
• this is its peculiarity.   

In human life too  
the individual achieves significance through  

• discrimination and  
• the setting of limits.   
Therefore  

what concerns us here is 
the problem of clearly defining these discriminations,  

which are, so to speak,  
• the backbone of morality.   
 

• Unlimited possibilities are not suited to man;  
• if  

• they existed,  
• his life would only dissolve in the boundless.   

To become strong,  
a man's life needs the limitations  
• ordained by duty and  

• voluntarily accepted.   
The individual attains significance as a free spirit only  

• by surrounding himself with these limitations and  
• by determining for himself what his duty is. 
 

THE LINES 
 

Nine at the beginning means:   
Not going out of the door and the courtyard  
Is without blame. 

 
Often a man who  

• would like to undertake something  
• finds himself confronted by insurmountable limitations.   
Then he must know where to stop.   

If  
he  

• rightly understands this and  
• does not go beyond the limits set for him,  
he  

• accumulates an energy that enables him,  
when the proper time comes,  

• to act with great force.   
Discretion is of prime importance in preparing the way for momentous things.   



 
Concerning this, Confucius says: 

• Where disorder develops,  
o words are the first steps.   

• If the prince is not discreet,  
o he loses his servant.   

• If the servant is not discreet,  

o he loses his life.   
• If germinating things are not handled with discretion,  

o the perfecting of them is impeded.   
Therefore  
• the superior man  

o is careful to maintain silence and  
o does not go forth. 

 
Nine in the second place means:  
Not going out of the gate and the courtyard  

Brings misfortune. 
 

When  
• the time for action has come,  

• the moment must be quickly seized.   
Just as  
• water first collects in a lake without flowing out,  

• yet is certain to find an outlet when the lake is full,  
so it is in the life of man.   

• It is a good thing to hesitate  
so long as  
• the time for action has not come, but no longer.   

Once  
the obstacles to action have been removed,  

anxious hesitation  
• is a mistake that is bound to bring disaster,  
• because one misses one's opportunity. 

 
Six in the third place means:  

He who knows no limitation   
Will have cause to lament.  
No blame. 

 
If  

• an individual is bent only on pleasures and enjoyment,  
• it is easy for him to lose his sense of the limits that are necessary.   
If  

• he gives himself over to extravagance,  
• he will have to suffer the consequences,  

with accompanying regret.   
He must not seek to lay the blame on others.  



Only when  
• we realize that our mistakes are of our own making  

• will such disagreeable experiences free us of errors. 
 

 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

 
 
Click below to view the interpretations and cases: 

 
https://icic.com/?p=8960 

 
 
HEXAGRAM 39 – Chien - Obstruction 

 
Above  K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER 

Below  KEN KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN 
 
The hexagram pictures  

• a dangerous abyss lying before us and  
• a steep, inaccessible mountain rising behind us.   

We are surrounded by obstacles;  
at the same time,  

since the mountain has the attribute of keeping still,  
there is implicit a hint as to how we can extricate ourselves.   
The hexagram represents obstructions  

that appear in the course of time but  
that can and should be overcome.   

Therefore  
all the instruction given is directed to overcoming them. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 

OBSTRUCCION.   
• The southwest furthers.   
• The northeast does not further.   

• It furthers one to see the great man.   
Perseverance brings good fortune. 

 
The southwest is the region of retreat,  
the northeast that of advance.   

Here  
an individual is confronted by obstacles that  

cannot be overcome directly.   
In such a situation  
it is wise  

https://icic.com/?p=8960


• to pause in view of the danger and  
• to retreat.   

However,  
this is merely a preparation for overcoming the obstructions.   

One must  
• join forces with friends of like mind and  
• put himself under the leadership of a man equal to the situation:  

then  
one will succeed in removing the obstacles.   

This requires the will to persevere  
just when  
one apparently must do something that leads away from his goal.   

This unswerving inner purpose brings good fortune in the end.   
An obstruction that lasts only for a time is useful for self-development.   

This is the value of adversity. 
 
THE IMAGE 

 
Water on the mountain:  

The image of OBSTRUCTION.   
Thus the superior man  

• turns his attention to himself And  
• molds his character. 
 

Difficulties and obstructions throw a man back upon himself.   
While  

• the inferior man  
o seeks to put the blame on other persons, bewailing his fate,  

• the superior man  

o seeks the error within himself, and  
through this introspection  

• the external obstacle becomes for him an occasion for  
o inner enrichment and  
o education. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


