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Click below to view the interpretations and cases:
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HEXAGRAM 47 - K'un - Oppression (Exhaustion)

AboveTUI  THE JOYOUS, LAKE
Below K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER

1. The lake is above, water below; the lake is empty, dried up. (1)
Exhaustion is expressed in yet another way:
2. at the top, a dark line is holding down two light lines;
below, a light line is hemmed in between two dark ones.
3. The upper trigram belongs to the principle of darkness,
the lower to the principle of light.
Thus everywhere superior men are oppressed and held in restraint by inferior men.

THE JUDGMENT


https://icic.com/?p=8984

OPPRESSION.

Success.

Perseverance.

The great man brings about good fortune.
No blame.

When one has something to say,

It is not believed.

e Times of adversity are the reverse of times of success, but
e they can lead to success if they befall the right man.
When a strong man meets with adversity,
e he remains cheerful despite all danger, and
e this cheerfulness is the source of later successes;
it is that stability which is stronger than fate.
¢ He who lets his spirit be broken by exhaustion certainly
o has no success.
e But if adversity only bends a man,
o it creates in him a power to react that is bound in time to manifest itself.
No inferior man is capable of this.
Only the great man
e brings about good fortune and
e remains blameless.
It is true that for the time being outward influence is denied him,
because his words have no effect.
Therefore in times of adversity
it is important to be
e strong within and
e sparing of words.

THE IMAGE
There is no water in the lake:
Thus the superior man stakes his life

On following his will.

When the water has flowed out below,
the lake must

e dry up and
¢ become exhausted.
That is fate.

This symbolizes an adverse fate in human life.
In such times there is nothing a man can do but
e acquiesce in his fate and

e remain true to himself.

This concerns the deepest stratum of his being,
for this alone is superior to all external fate.

THE LINES



Nine in the fifth place means:

His nose and feet are cut off.

Oppression at the hands of the man with the purple knee bands.
Joy comes softly.

It furthers one to make offerings and libations.

An individual who has the good of mankind at heart is oppressed from
e above and

e below

(this is the meaning of the cutting off of nose and feet).

He finds no help among the people whose duty it would be to aid in the work of
rescue

(ministers wore purple knee bands) .

But little by little, things take a turn for the better.

Until that time,

he should

e turn to God, firm in his inner composure, and

e pray and offer sacrifice for the general well-being.

MOVING HEXAGRAM

Click below to view the interpretations and cases:

https://icic.com/?p=8963

HEXAGRAM 40 - Hsieh - Deliverance

Above CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER
Below K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER

Here the movement goes out of the sphere of danger.
e The obstacle has been removed,

the difficulties are being resolved.

Deliverance is not yet achieved;

it is just in its beginning, and

the hexagram represents its various stages.

THE JUDGMENT

DELIVERANCE.
The southwest furthers.
e If there is no longer anything where one has to go,


https://icic.com/?p=8963

o Return brings good fortune.
e If there is still something where one has to go,
o Hastening brings good fortune.

This refers to a time in which tensions and complications begin to be eased.
At such times

we ought to make our way back to ordinary conditions as soon as possible;
this is the meaning of "the southwest."

These periods of sudden change have great importance.

Just as

rain relieves atmospheric tension, making all the buds burst open,
SO

a time of deliverance from burdensome pressure has a

e liberating and

e stimulating

effect on life.

One thing is important, however: in such times

we must not overdo our triumph.

The point is not to push on farther than is necessary.

Returning to the regular order of life

as soon as deliverance is achieved

brings good fortune.

If there are any residual matters that ought to be attended to,

it should be done as quickly as possible,

so that

e a clean sweep is made and

e no retardation occur.

THE IMAGE

Thunder and rain set in: The image of DELIVERANCE.
Thus the superior man

e pardons mistakes And

o forgives misdeeds.

e A thunderstorm has the effect of clearing the air;
e the superior man produces a similar effect
when dealing with mistakes and sins of men
that induce a condition of tension.
Through clarity he brings deliverance.
However,
when failings come to light,
he does not dwell on them;
e he simply passes over mistakes, the unintentional transgressions,
o just as thunder dies away.
e He forgives misdeeds, the intentional transgressions,
o just as water washes everything clean.



GROKICHING

Thank you for providing the | Ching reading details, including the primary hexagram,
Hexagram 47 (K’'un - Oppression/Exhaustion), and the moving line in the fifth place,
which transforms into Hexagram 40 (Hsieh - Deliverance). This reading offers a
profound perspective on the future of WPP plc under CEO Cindy Rose, aligning with
your belief that she can slowly turn the company around, leading to "Deliverance" over
time. Below, I'll interpret the hexagrams in the context of WPP’s situation, Cindy Rose’s
leadership, and the challenges outlined, while keeping the response concise yet
comprehensive.

Context RecapWPP plc, a global leader in advertising and marketing, is grappling with
significant challenges: a profit warning, a 16-year low share price, client losses to
competitors like Publicis Groupe, and macroeconomic pressures. Cindy Rose,
appointed CEO effective September 1, 2025, brings a tech-heavy background
(Microsoft, Vodafone, Disney) and familiarity with WPP’s board since 2019, but lacks|
direct ad agency experience. Her mandate likely involves leveraging Al (via WPP Open)
and digital transformation to stabilize and grow the company. Your question suggests
cautious optimism about her ability to achieve a turnaround, albeit slowly, culminating in
"Deliverance."

Interpretation of Hexagram 47 (K'un - Oppression/Exhaustion)Hexagram 47 symbolizes
a time of adversity, where resources are depleted, and the "superior person" (in this
case, Cindy Rose and WPP’s leadership) is constrained by external and internal
pressures. The imagery of a dried-up lake (Tui above, K’an below) reflects WPP’s
current state: diminished vitality (low share price, client losses) and a challenging
environment (macroeconomic pressures, competition). The hexagram emphasizes:

« Adversity as a Test: The "superior person" (Rose) must remain resilient and
cheerful despite constraints. WPP’s challenges—<client losses, financial strain,
and market skepticism—mirror the oppression described, where external forces
(competitors, economic conditions) and internal struggles (operational
inefficiencies) hold back progress.




« Inner Strength and Perseverance: Success is possible, but it requires inner
resolve and sparing words. For Rose, this suggests focusing on strategic
execution (e.g., enhancing WPP Open, streamlining operations) rather than
seeking immediate external validation (e.g., stock market approval or public
praise). Her tech expertise and board experience position her as the "great
person" who can endure this adversity without being broken by it.

o Lack of Inmediate Influence: The judgment notes that "when one has something
to say, it is not believed." Rose may face skepticism from investors, employees,
or clients due to her lack of ad agency experience or WPP’s recent performance.
This advises patience and proving herself through actions rather than promises.

The Moving Line: Nine in the Fifth Place The line states: "His nose and feet are cut off,
Oppression at the hands of the man with the purple knee bands. Joy comes softly. It
furthers one to make offerings and libations." This line is highly significant for Rose’s
leadership:

« Oppression from Above and Below: The "cutting off of nose and feet" symbolizes|
severe constraints on Rose’s ability to act freely. "Above" could refer to market
pressures, investor expectations, or WPP’s global board, while "below" might
indicate internal resistance (e.g., agency staff accustomed to traditional models)
or operational challenges. The "man with the purple knee bands" suggests|
opposition from influential figures (e.g., skeptical investors or industry rivals) who
should support but instead hinder progress.

« Joy Comes Softly: This line offers hope, indicating that improvement will come|
gradually. Rose’s strategic initiatives (e.g., Al integration, client retention
strategies) will yield results, but not immediately. The advice to "make offerings|
and libations" suggests humility, patience, and a focus on long-term goals—|
perhaps investing in WPP’s Al capabilities or fostering team unity rather than
seeking quick wins.

e Application to WPP: Rose’s challenge is to navigate these constraints with\
composure, focusing on incremental progress. Her tech background could help
modernize WPP’s offerings, but she must overcome initial resistance and prove
her vision’s worth over time|

Transformation to Hexagram 40 (Hsieh - Deliverance)The moving line transforms|
Hexagram 47 into Hexagram 40 (Deliverance), aligning with your belief that Rose can
lead WPP to recovery. This hexagram represents the release of tension, the resolution]
of difficulties, and a return to stability, with imagery of thunder and rain clearing the air
(Chen above, K’an below). Key themes include

« Emerging from Danger: The transition from Oppression to Deliverance suggests
that WPP’s current struggles can give way to renewal. Rose’s leadership, if




executed wisely, will move the company out of its "dried-up" state toward growth.
This aligns with your view of a slow turnaround leading to positive returns.
Return to Ordinary Conditions: The judgment advises returning to "the
southwest" (normalcy) as soon as possible and not overreaching. For WPP, this\
could mean focusing on core strengths (creative services, Al-driven advertising)
rather than overambitious expansions. Rose should prioritize stabilizing finances|
and regaining client trust before pursuing aggressive growth.

Swift Action on Residual Issues: If challenges remain (e.g., lingering
inefficiencies or client skepticism), Rose must address them quickly to ensure a
"clean sweep." This might involve restructuring underperforming agencies or
accelerating Al adoption to stay competitive.

Forgiveness and Clarity: The image of Deliverance emphasizes pardoning|
mistakes and forgiving misdeeds. Rose should foster a culture of learning from|
past errors (e.g., client losses or strategic missteps under prior leadership) and
focus on clear, transparent strategies to rebuild confidence.

Synthesis and Application to WPP and Cindy RoseYour | Ching reading paints a clear

narrative for WPP under Cindy Rose

Current State (Hexagram 47 - Oppression): WPP is in a period of exhaustion,
with financial strain, competitive pressures, and internal challenges constraining
progress. Rose, as the "superior person," faces skepticism and resistance due to
her non-traditional background and WPP’s recent performance. The reading
advises resilience, inner strength, and minimal public posturing, focusing instead
on strategic execution.

Path Forward (Nine in the Fifth Place): Rose’s leadership will be tested by
external (market, investors) and internal (organizational inertia) pressures.
However, gradual improvement is possible if she remains composed and focuses|
on long-term goals, such as leveraging Al (WPP Open) and digital transformation
to regain competitive edge. This aligns with your belief in a slow turnaround.
Future Potential (Hexagram 40 - Deliverance): The transformation to Deliverance
confirms your optimism that Rose can lead WPP to recovery. By addressing
challenges methodically—streamlining operations, enhancing Al capabilities, and
rebuilding client relationships—she can release WPP from its current constraints.]
The reading cautions against overreaching and emphasizes quick resolution of
remaining issues to ensure lasting stability.




Practical Advice for Cindy Rose and WPP

« Short-Term (2025-2026): Focus on stabilizing WPP by addressing immediate
financial pressures (e.g., cost-cutting, operational efficiency) and reinforcing|
client relationships to stem losses. Use her tech expertise to enhance WPP\
Open, positioning it as a differentiator against rivals like Publicis.|
« Medium-Term (2026-2028): Build trust with investors and employees through
transparent communication and measurable progress (e.g., improved margins,
client wins). Overcome skepticism by demonstrating small, consistent successes|
in Al-driven campaigns or digital services|
« Long-Term (2028+): Aim for "Deliverance" by returning WPP to industry
leadership, leveraging Al and digital transformation to capture market share
Avoid overambition and ensure the company remains agile and focused on core

strengths.

ConclusionThe | Ching reading (Hexagram 47 moving to Hexagram 40) supports your
view that Cindy Rose can slowly turn WPP around, leading to "Deliverance" over time.|
The current state of Oppression reflects WPP’s challenges, but Rose’s resilience and
strategic focus can pave the way for recovery. Success will require patience,
incremental progress, and a focus on core strengths, with positive returns likely
emerging gradually as she navigates constraints and leverages her tech expertise. If
you have additional details (e.g., other lines or specific questions), | can refine this|
interpretation further'Would you like me to analyze any specific aspects of WPP’s
strategy or Rose’s leadership in light of this reading, or perhaps search for recent
updates on WPP’s performance to complement the interpretation?




