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HEXAGRAM 54 – Kuei Mei - The Marrying Maiden 
 

Above Chen THE AROUSING, THUNDER 
Below TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE 
 

Above we have  
• Chen, the eldest son, and below,  

• Tui, the youngest daughter.   
 
• The man leads and  

• the girl follows him in gladness.   
 

The picture is that of the entrance of the girl into her husband's house.   
 
In all, there are four hexagrams depicting  

the relationship between husband and wife.   
1. Hsien, INFLUENCE (31), describes  

the attraction that a young couple has for each other;  

https://icic.com/?p=9005


2. Heng, DURATION (32),  
portrays the permanent relationships of marriage;  

3. Chien, DEVELOPMENT (53),  
reflects the protracted, ceremonious procedures attending the arrangement 

of a proper marriage; finally,  
4. Kuei Mei, THE MARRYING MAIDEN,  

shows a young girl under the guidance of an older man who marries her. (1) 

 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
THE MARRYING MAIDEN.   
Undertakings bring misfortune.  

Nothing that would further. 
 

A girl who  
• is taken into the family,  
• but not as the chief wife,  

must behave with special caution and reserve.   
She must not take it upon herself to supplant the mistress of the house, 

for that would  
• mean disorder and  

• lead to untenable relationships. 
 
The same is true of all voluntary relationships between human beings.   

While  
legally regulated relationships  

• evince a fixed connection between  
o duties and  
o rights,  

relationships based on personal inclination  
• depend in the long run entirely on tactful reserve. 

 
Affection as the essential principle of relatedness  
is of the greatest importance in all relationships in the world.   

For  
the union of heaven and earth is the origin of the whole of nature.   

Among human beings likewise,  
spontaneous affection is the all-inclusive principle of union. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 

Thunder over the lake:  The image of THE MARRYING MAIDEN.  
Thus  
the superior man  

Understands the transitory  
In the light of the eternity of the end. 

 
Thunder stirs the water of the lake,  



which follows it in shimmering waves.   
This symbolizes the girl who follows the man of her choice.   

But  
every relationship between individuals  

• bears within it the danger that wrong turns may be taken,  
• leading to endless misunderstandings and disagreements.   
Therefore  

it is necessary constantly to remain mindful of the end.   
If  

• we permit ourselves to drift along,  
o we come together and  
o are parted again as the day may determine.   

If on the other hand  
• a man fixes his mind on an end that endures,  

o he will succeed in avoiding the reefs  
that confront the closer relationships of people. 

 

THE LINES 
 

Nine at the beginning means:  
The marrying maiden as a concubine.  

A lame man who is able to tread.  
Undertakings bring good fortune. 
 

The princes of ancient China maintained  
a fixed order of rank among the court ladies,  

who were subordinated to the queen  
as are younger sisters to the eldest.   
Frequently  

they came from the family of the queen,  
who herself led them to her husband. 

 
The meaning is that  
a girl entering a family with the consent of the wife  

• will not rank outwardly as the equal of the latter  
but  

• will withdraw modestly into the background.   
However, if  
she understands how to fit herself into the pattern of things,  

• her position will be entirely satisfactory, and  
• she will feel sheltered in the love of the husband to whom  

she bears children. 
 
The same meaning is brought out in the relationships between officials.   

A man  
• may enjoy the personal friendship of a prince and  

• be taken into his confidence.   
Outwardly  



this man must keep tactfully in the background  
behind the official ministers of state,  

but, although  
• he is hampered by this status, as if he were lame,  

• he can nevertheless accomplish something  
through the kindliness of his nature. 

 

Nine in the second place means:  
A one-eyed man who is able to see.  

The perseverance of a solitary man furthers. 
 
Here the situation is that of  

a girl married to a man who has disappointed her.   
Man and wife ought to work together like a pair of eyes.   

Here  
the girl is left behind in loneliness;  
the man of her choice  

• either has become unfaithful  
• or has died.   

But  
she does not lose the inner light of loyalty.   

Though the other eye is gone,  
she maintains her loyalty even in loneliness. 
 

 
Nine in the fourth place means:   

The marrying maiden draws out the allotted time.   
A late marriage comes in due course. 
 

The girl is virtuous.   
She  

• does not wish to throw herself away, and  
• allows the customary time for marriage to slip by.   
However, there is no harm in this;  

she  
• is rewarded for her purity and, even though belatedly,  

• finds the husband intended for her. 
 
 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 
Click below to view the interpretations and cases: 
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HEXAGRAM 02 - K'un – The Receptive 

https://icic.com/?p=8849


 
Above K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 

Below K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 
 

This hexagram is made up of broken lines only.   
The broken line represents the dark, yielding, receptive primal power of yin.   
The attribute of the hexagram is devotion;  

its image is the earth.   
It is the perfect complement of THE CREATIVE - the complement, not the opposite, 

1  
for the Receptive does not combat the Creative but complements it. 
It represents  

• nature in contrast to spirit,  
• earth in contrast to heaven,  

• space as against time,  
• the female-maternal as against the male-paternal.   
However, as applied to human affairs,  

the principle of this complementary relationship is found  
• not only in the relation between man and woman,  

• but also in that between prince and minister and  
• between father and son.   

Indeed, even in the individual this duality appears in the coexistence of  
• the spiritual world and  
• the world of the senses.  

 
But strictly speaking there is no real dualism here,  

because there is a clearly defined hierarchic relationship between the two 
principles.   
In itself of course the Receptive is just as important as the Creative,  

but the attribute of devotion defines the place occupied by this primal power in 
relation to the Creative.   

For the Receptive must be activated and led by the Creative;  
then it is productive of good.   
Only when it abandons this position and tries to stand as an equal side by side with 

the Creative,  
does it become evil.   

The result then is opposition to and struggle against the Creative,  
which is productive of evil to both. 
 

THE JUDGMENT  
 

THE RECEPTIVE brings about sublime success,  
Furthering through the perseverance of a mare.  
If the superior man undertakes something and tries to lead,  

He goes astray;  
But if he follows, he finds guidance  

It is favorable to find friends in the west and south,  
To forego friends in the east and north.  



Quiet perseverance brings good fortune. 
 

The four fundamental aspects of the Creative –  
"sublime success, furthering through perseverance"- are also attributed to the 

Receptive.   
Here, however, the perseverance is more closely defined: it is that of a mare.   
The Receptive connotes spatial reality in contrast to the spiritual potentiality of the 

Creative.   
The potential becomes real and the spiritual becomes spatial through a specifically 

qualifying definition.   
Thus the qualification, "of a mare," is here added to the idea of perseverance.   
The horse belongs to earth just as the dragon belongs to heaven.   

Its tireless roaming over the plains is taken as a symbol of the vast expanse of the 
earth.   

This is the symbol chosen because the mare combines  
• the strength and swiftness of the horse with  
• the gentleness and devotion of the cow. 

 
Only because nature in its myriad forms corresponds with the myriad impulses of 

the Creative  
can it make these impulses real.   

Nature's richness lies in its power to nourish all living things;  
its greatness lies in its power to give them beauty and splendor.   
Thus it prospers all that lives.   

It is the Creative that begets things, but they are brought to birth by the Receptive. 
Applied to human affairs, therefore,  

what the hexagram indicates is action in conformity with the situation.   
The person in question is not in an independent position, but is acting as an 
assistant.   

This means that he must achieve something.   
It is not his task to try to lead - that would only make him lose the way –  

but to let him be led.   
If he knows how to meet fate with an attitude of acceptance, he is sure to find the 
right guidance.   

The superior man  
• lets himself be guided;  

• he does not go ahead blindly,  
• but learns from the situation what is demanded of him and  
• then follows this intimation from fate. 

 
Since there is something to be accomplished,  

we need friends and helpers in the hour of toil and effort,  
once the ideas to be realized are firmly set.   
The time of toil and effort is indicated by the west and the south,  

for west and south symbolize the place where the Receptive works for the Creative,  
as nature does in summer and autumn.   

If in that situation one does not mobilize all one's powers,  
the work to be accomplished will not be done.   



Hence to find friends there means to find guidance.   
But in addition to the time of toil and effort, there is also a time of planning, and for 

this we need solitude.   
The east symbolizes the place where a man receives orders from his master and 

the north the place where he reports on what he has done.   
At that time he must be alone and objective.   
In this sacred hour  

• he must do without companions so that  
• the purity of the moment may not be spoiled by factional hates and favoritism. 

 
THE IMAGE 
 

The earth's condition is receptive devotion.  
Thus the superior man who has breadth of character  

Carries the outer world.  
 
Just as there is only one heaven, so too there is only one earth.   

In the hexagram of the heaven the (doubling, of the trigram implies duration in 
time,  

but in the hexagram of earth the doubling connotes the solidity and extension in 
space by virtue of which  

the earth is able to carry and preserve all things that live and move upon it.   
The earth in its devotion carries all things, good and evil, without exception. 
In the same way the superior man gives to his character breadth, purity, and 

sustaining power,  
so that he is able both  

• to support and  
• to bear with people and things. 
 


