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HEXAGRAM 38 - K'uei - Opposition 
 

Above LI THE CLINGING, FLAME   
Below TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE  

 
This hexagram is composed of the trigram  
• Li above, i.e., flame, which burns upward, and  

• Tui below, i.e., the lake, which seeps downward.   
These two movements are in direct contrast.   

Furthermore,  
• Li is the second daughter and  

• Tui the youngest daughter, and  
although  
they live in the same house  

they belong, to different men;  
hence their wills  

• are not the same  
• but are divergently directed. 
 

https://icic.com/?p=8957


THE JUDGMENT 
 

OPPOSITION.   
In small matters, good fortune. 

 
When people live in  
• opposition and  

• estrangement  
they cannot carry out a great undertaking in common;  

their points of view diverge too widely.   
In such circumstances  
• one should above all not proceed brusquely,  

for that would only increase the existing opposition;  
instead,  

• one should limit oneself to producing gradual effects in small matters.   
 
Here success can still be expected,  

because  
the situation is such that  

the opposition does not preclude all agreement. 
 

In general,  
opposition appears as an obstruction, but when  
• it represents polarity within a comprehensive whole,  

• it has also its useful and important functions.   
 

The oppositions of  
• heaven and earth,  
• spirit and nature,  

• man and woman,  
when reconciled,  

bring about the creation and reproduction of life.   
 
In the world of visible things,  

the principle of opposites makes possible  
the differentiation by categories  

through which order is brought into the world. 
 
THE IMAGE 

 
Above, fire,  

below, the lake:   
The image of OPPOSITION.   
Thus amid all fellowship  

The superior man retains his individuality. 
 

The two elements, fire and water,  
never mingle  



but even when in contact  
retain their own natures.   

So  
• the cultured man is never led into baseness or vulgarity  

through intercourse or community of interests with persons of another sort;  
regardless of all commingling,  

• he will always preserve his individuality. 

 
THE LINES 

 
Nine at the top means:  
Isolated through opposition,  

One sees one's companion  
• as a pig covered with dirt,  

• As a wagon full of devils.  
First  

• one draws a bow against him,  

Then  
• one lays the bow aside.  

• He is not a robber;  
• he will woo at the right time.  

As one goes, rain falls;  
then good fortune comes. 
 

Here  
the isolation is due to misunderstanding;  

it is brought about  
• not by outer circumstances  
• but by inner conditions.   

A man misjudges his best friends, taking them to be  
• as unclean as a dirty pig and  

• as dangerous as a wagon full of devils.   
He adopts an attitude of defense.   
But in the end, realizing his mistake,  

he lays aside the bow,  
perceiving that the other is approaching with the best intentions  

for the purpose of close union.   
Thus  
the tension is relieved.   

• The union resolves the tension,  
just as  

• falling rain relieves the sultriness preceding a thunderstorm.   
All goes well,  
for just when  

• opposition reaches its climax  
• it changes over to its antithesis. 

 
 



MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

 
 
Click below to view the interpretations and cases: 

 
https://icic.com/?p=9005 

 
 
HEXAGRAM 54 – Kuei Mei - The Marrying Maiden 

 
Above Chen THE AROUSING, THUNDER 

Below TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE 
 
Above we have  

• Chen, the eldest son, and below,  
• Tui, the youngest daughter.   

 
• The man leads and  
• the girl follows him in gladness.   

 
The picture is that of the entrance of the girl into her husband's house.   

 
In all, there are four hexagrams depicting  

the relationship between husband and wife.   
1. Hsien, INFLUENCE (31), describes  

the attraction that a young couple has for each other;  

2. Heng, DURATION (32),  
portrays the permanent relationships of marriage;  

3. Chien, DEVELOPMENT (53),  
reflects the protracted, ceremonious procedures attending the arrangement 
of a proper marriage; finally,  

4. Kuei Mei, THE MARRYING MAIDEN,  
shows a young girl under the guidance of an older man who marries her. (1) 

 
THE JUDGMENT 
 

THE MARRYING MAIDEN.   
Undertakings bring misfortune.  

Nothing that would further. 
 
A girl who  

• is taken into the family,  
• but not as the chief wife,  

must behave with special caution and reserve.   
She must not take it upon herself to supplant the mistress of the house, 
for that would  

https://icic.com/?p=9005


• mean disorder and  
• lead to untenable relationships. 

 
The same is true of all voluntary relationships between human beings.   

While  
legally regulated relationships  
• evince a fixed connection between  

o duties and  
o rights,  

relationships based on personal inclination  
• depend in the long run entirely on tactful reserve. 
 

Affection as the essential principle of relatedness  
is of the greatest importance in all relationships in the world.   

For  
the union of heaven and earth is the origin of the whole of nature.   
Among human beings likewise,  

spontaneous affection is the all-inclusive principle of union. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 

Thunder over the lake:  The image of THE MARRYING MAIDEN.  
Thus  
the superior man  

Understands the transitory  
In the light of the eternity of the end. 

 
Thunder stirs the water of the lake,  
which follows it in shimmering waves.   

This symbolizes the girl who follows the man of her choice.   
But  

every relationship between individuals  
• bears within it the danger that wrong turns may be taken,  
• leading to endless misunderstandings and disagreements.   

Therefore  
it is necessary constantly to remain mindful of the end.   

If  
• we permit ourselves to drift along,  

o we come together and  

o are parted again as the day may determine.   
If on the other hand  

• a man fixes his mind on an end that endures,  
o he will succeed in avoiding the reefs  

that confront the closer relationships of people. 

 


