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HEXAGRAM 40 – Hsieh - Deliverance 
 

Above CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER 
Below K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER 

 
Here the movement goes out of the sphere of danger.   
• The obstacle has been removed,  

• the difficulties are being resolved.   
• Deliverance is not yet achieved;  

• it is just in its beginning, and  
• the hexagram represents its various stages. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 
 

DELIVERANCE.   
The southwest furthers.   

• If there is no longer anything where one has to go,  
o Return brings good fortune.   

• If there is still something where one has to go,  
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o Hastening brings good fortune. 
 

This refers to a time in which tensions and complications begin to be eased.   
At such times  

we ought to make our way back to ordinary conditions as soon as possible;  
this is the meaning of "the southwest."  
These periods of sudden change have great importance.   

Just as  
rain relieves atmospheric tension, making all the buds burst open,  

so  
a time of deliverance from burdensome pressure has a  
• liberating and  

• stimulating  
effect on life.   

One thing is important, however: in such times  
we must not overdo our triumph.   
The point is not to push on farther than is necessary.   

Returning to the regular order of life  
as soon as deliverance is achieved  

brings good fortune.   
If there are any residual matters that ought to be attended to,  

it should be done as quickly as possible,  
so that  
• a clean sweep is made and  

• no retardation occur. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 
Thunder and rain set in:  The image of DELIVERANCE.   

Thus the superior man  
• pardons mistakes And  

• forgives misdeeds. 
 
• A thunderstorm has the effect of clearing the air;  

• the superior man produces a similar effect  
when dealing with mistakes and sins of men  

that induce a condition of tension.   
Through clarity he brings deliverance.   
However,  

when failings come to light,  
he does not dwell on them;  

• he simply passes over mistakes, the unintentional transgressions,  
o just as thunder dies away.   

• He forgives misdeeds, the intentional transgressions,  

o just as water washes everything clean. 
 

THE LINES 
 



0 Six in the fifth place means:   
If only the superior man can deliver himself,  

It brings good fortune.   
Thus  

he proves to inferior men that he is in earnest. 
 
Times of deliverance demand inner resolve.   

Inferior people cannot be driven off by  
• prohibitions or  

• any external means.   
If one desires to be rid of them,  
he must first break completely with them in his own mind;  

they  
• will see for themselves that he is in earnest and  

• will withdraw. 
 
 

 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

 
Click below to view the interpretations and cases: 
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HEXAGRAM 47 - K'un - Oppression (Exhaustion) 

 
Above TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE 

Below K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER 
 
1. The lake is above, water below; the lake is empty, dried up. (1)  

Exhaustion is expressed in yet another way:  
2. at the top, a dark line is holding down two light lines;  

below, a light line is hemmed in between two dark ones.   
3. The upper trigram belongs to the principle of darkness,  

the lower to the principle of light.   

Thus everywhere superior men are oppressed and held in restraint by inferior men. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 
OPPRESSION.   

Success.   
Perseverance.  

The great man brings about good fortune.  
No blame.  
When one has something to say,  
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It is not believed. 
 

• Times of adversity are the reverse of times of success, but  
• they can lead to success if they befall the right man.   

When a strong man meets with adversity,  
• he remains cheerful despite all danger, and  
• this cheerfulness is the source of later successes;  

it is that stability which is stronger than fate.   
• He who lets his spirit be broken by exhaustion certainly  

o has no success.   
• But if adversity only bends a man,  

o it creates in him a power to react that is bound in time to manifest itself.   

No inferior man is capable of this.   
Only the great man  

• brings about good fortune and  
• remains blameless.   
It is true that for the time being outward influence is denied him,  

because his words have no effect.   
Therefore in times of adversity  

it is important to be  
• strong within and  

• sparing of words. 
 
THE IMAGE 

 
There is no water in the lake:  

Thus the superior man stakes his life  
On following his will. 
 

When the water has flowed out below,  
the lake must  

• dry up and  
• become exhausted.   
That is fate.   

This symbolizes an adverse fate in human life.   
In such times there is nothing a man can do but  

• acquiesce in his fate and  
• remain true to himself.   
This concerns the deepest stratum of his being,  

for this alone is superior to all external fate. 
 


