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Click below to view the interpretations and cases: 
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HEXAGRAM 51 – Chen - The Arousing (Shock, Thunder) 
 

Above CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER 
Below CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER 

 
The hexagram Chen represents the eldest son,  
who seizes rule with  

• energy and  
• power.   

A yang line  
• develops below two yin lines and  
• presses upward forcibly.   

This movement is so violent that it arouses terror.   
It is symbolized by thunder, which  

• bursts forth from the earth and by its shock  
• causes fear and trembling. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 

https://icic.com/?p=8996


 
• Shock brings success.   

• Shock comes-oh, oh!   
Laughing words-ha, ha!   

• The shock terrifies for a hundred miles, And  
• he does not let fall the sacrificial spoon and chalice. 
 

The shock that comes from the manifestation of God  
within the depths of the earth  

makes man afraid,  
but this fear of God is good,  
for joy and merriment can follow upon it. 

 
When  

• a man has learned within his heart what fear and trembling mean,  
• he is safeguarded against any terror produced by outside influences.   
Let the thunder roll and spread terror a hundred miles around:  

• he remains so composed and reverent in spirit  
that  

• the sacrificial rite is not interrupted.   
This is the spirit that must animate leaders and rulers of men –  

• a profound inner seriousness from which  
• all outer terrors glance off harmlessly. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 

Thunder repeated: the image of SHOCK.   
Thus in fear and trembling  
The superior man  

• sets his life in order And  
• examines himself. 

 
The shock of continuing thunder brings  
• fear and  

• trembling.   
The superior man  

• is always filled with reverence at the manifestation of God;  
he  
• sets his life in order and  

• searches his heart,  
lest it harbor any secret opposition to the will of God.   

Thus  
• reverence is the foundation of true culture. 
 

THE LINES 
 

Nine at the beginning means:   
Shock comes-oh, oh!  



Then follow laughing words-ha, ha!   
Good fortune. 

 
The fear and trembling engendered by shock  

come to an individual at first in such a way that  
he sees himself placed at a disadvantage as against others.   
But this is only transitory.   

When  
the ordeal is over,  

• he experiences relief,  
and thus  
• the very terror he had to endure at the outset  

• brings good fortune in the long run. 
 

 
Six in the fifth place means:   
Shock goes hither and thither.  

Danger.  
However, nothing at all is lost.  

Yet there are things to be done. 
 

This is a case  
• not of a single shock  
• but of repeated shocks with no breathing space between.   

Nonetheless,  
• the shock causes no loss,  

because  
one takes care  
• to stay in the center of movement  

and in this way  
• to be spared the fate of being helplessly tossed hither and thither. 

 
 
 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 
 

 
Click below to view the interpretations and cases: 
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HEXAGRAM 45 - Ts'ui - Gathering Together (Massing) 

 
Above Tui THE JOYOUS, LAKE 
Below K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 

https://icic.com/?p=8978


 
This hexagram is related in form and meaning to Pi, HOLDING TOGETHER (8).   

• In the latter, water is over the earth;  
• here a lake is over the earth.   

But since the lake is a place where water collects,  
the idea of gathering together is even more strongly expressed here than in the 
other hexagram.   

The same idea also arises from the fact that  
• in the present case it is two strong lines (the fourth and the fifth) that  

o bring about the gathering together,  
whereas  
• in the former case one strong line (the fifth)  

o stands in the midst of weak lines. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 
GATHERING TOGETHER.   

Success.  
The king approaches his temple.  

It furthers one to see the great man.  
This brings success.   

Perseverance furthers.  
To bring great offerings creates good fortune.   
It furthers one to undertake something, 

 
The gathering together of people in large communities is  

• either a natural occurrence, as in the case of the family,  
• or an artificial one, as in the case of the state.   
The family gathers about the father as its head.   

The perpetuation of this gathering in groups is achieved through the sacrifice to the 
ancestors,  

at which the whole clan is gathered together.   
Through the collective piety of the living members of the family,  
• the ancestors become so integrated in the spiritual life of the family that  

• it cannot be dispersed or dissolved. 
 

1. Where men are to be gathered together,  
religious forces are needed.   

2. But there must also be a human leader to serve as the center of the group.   

In order to be able to bring others together,  
 

this leader must first of all be collected within himself.   
Only collective moral force can unite the world.   
• Such great times of unification will leave great achievements behind them.   

This is the significance of the great offerings that are made.   
• In the secular sphere likewise there is need of great deeds  

in the time of GATHERING TOGETHER. 
 



THE IMAGE 
 

Over the earth, the lake: The image Of GATHERING TOGETHER.  
Thus the superior man renews his weapons In order to meet the unforeseen. 

 
If the water in the lake gathers until it rises above the earth,  
• there is danger of a break-through.   

Precautions must be taken to prevent this.   
Similarly  

• where men gather together in great numbers, strife is likely to arise;  
• where possessions are collected, robbery is likely to occur.   
Thus in the time of GATHERING TOGETHER  

we must arm promptly to ward off the unexpected.   
Human woes usually come as a result of unexpected events against which we are 

not forearmed.   
If we are prepared, they can be prevented. 
 


