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HEXAGRAM 15 - Ch’ien -  Modesty  

 
Above K´UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 

Below KEN KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN 
 
This hexagram is made up of the trigrams  

• Ken, Keeping Still, mountain, and  
• K'un.   

The mountain is the youngest son of the Creative, the representative of heaven on 
earth.   

It  
• dispenses the blessings of heaven, the clouds and rain that gather round its 

summit, and thereafter  

• shines forth radiant with heavenly light.   
This shows  

• what modesty is and  
• how it functions in great and strong men.   
K'un, the earth, stands above.   

https://icic.com/?p=8888


Lowliness is a quality of the earth:  
this is the very reason why it appears in this hexagram as exalted,  

by being placed above the mountain.   
This shows how modesty functions in lowly, simple people: they are lifted up by it. 

 
THE JUDGEMENT 
 

MODESTY creates success.  
The superior man carries things through. 

 
It is the law of heaven  
• to make fullness empty and  

• to make full what is modest;  
 

• when the sun is at its zenith,  
o it must, according to the law of heaven, turn toward its setting, and  

• at its nadir  

o it rises toward a new dawn.   
In obedience to the same law,  

the moon  
• when it is full begins to wane, and  

• when empty of light it waxes again.   
This heavenly law works itself out in the fates of men also.   
It is the law of earth  

• to alter the full and  
• to contribute to the modest.   

• High mountains are worn down by the waters, and  
• the valleys are filled up.   
It is the law of fate  

• to undermine what is full and  
• to prosper the modest.   

And men also  
• hate fullness and  
• love the modest. 

 
The destinies of men are subject to immutable laws that must fulfill themselves.   

But  
man has it in his power to shape his fate,  
according as his behavior exposes him to the influence of benevolent or of 

destructive forces.   
When  

• a man holds a high position and is nevertheless modest,  
• he shines with the light of wisdom;  
if  

• he is in a lowly position and is modest,  
• he cannot be passed by.   

Thus the superior man  
• can carry out his work to the end  



• without boasting of what he has achieved. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 

Within the earth, a mountain: The image Of MODESTY.  
Thus the superior man  
• reduces that which is too much, And  

• augments that which is too little.  
He  

• weighs things and  
• makes them equal. 
 

The wealth of the earth in which a mountain is hidden is not visible to the eye,  
because the depths are offset by the height of the mountain.   

Thus  
high and low complement each other, and  
the result is the plain.   

Here an effect that it took a long time to achieve,  
but that in the end seems easy of accomplishment and self-evident,  

is used as the image of modesty.   
The superior man does the same thing when he establishes order in the world;  

he  
• equalizes the extremes that are the source of social discontent and thereby  
• creates just and equable conditions. 1 

 
THE LINES 

 
Six at the beginning means:  
A superior man modest about his modesty  

May cross the great water.  
Good fortune. 

 
1. A dangerous enterprise,  

such as the crossing of a great stream,  

is made much more difficult  
if many claims and considerations have to be taken into account.   

On the other hand,  
2. the task is easy  

if it is attended to quickly and simply.   

Therefore  
the unassuming attitude of mind that goes with modesty  

fits a man to accomplish even difficult undertakings:  
he  
• imposes no demands or stipulations but  

• settles matters easily and quickly.   
Where  

• no claims are put forward,  
• no resistances arise. 



 
 

Six at the top means:   
Modesty that comes to expression.  

It is favorable to set armies marching  
To chastise one's own city and one's country. 
 

A person who is really sincere in his modesty must make it show in reality.   
He must proceed with great energy in this.   

When enmity arises nothing is easier than to lay the blame on another.   
A  
• weak man takes offense perhaps, and draws back, feeling self-pity; 

• he thinks that it is modesty that keeps him from defending himself.   
Genuine modesty sets one to creating order and inspires one to begin by 

disciplining one's own ego and one's immediate circle.   
Only through  
• having the courage to marshal one's armies against oneself,  

• will something forceful really be achieved. 2 
 

 
 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
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HEXAGRAM 22 – Pi - Grace 
 
Above KEN KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN 

Below Li THE CLINGING, FIRE 
 

This hexagram shows a fire that  
• breaks out of the secret depths of the earth and, blazing up,  
• illuminates and beautifies the mountain, the heavenly heights.   

• Grace - beauty of form - is necessary in any union  
if  

• it is to be  
o well ordered and pleasing  

• rather than  

o disordered and chaotic. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 
GRACE has success.  

https://icic.com/?p=8909


In small matters  
It is favorable to undertake something. 

 
Grace brings success.   

However,  
• it is not the essential or fundamental thing;  
• it is only the ornament and must therefore be used  

o sparingly and  
o only in little things.   

 
1. In the lower trigram of fire  

a yielding line  

• comes between two strong lines and  
• makes them beautiful,  

but  
• the strong lines are the essential content and  
• the weak line is the beautifying form.   

2. In the upper trigram of the mountain,  
the strong line  

• takes the lead, so that here again  
• the strong element must be regarded as the decisive factor.   

 
3. In nature we see in the sky the strong light of the sun;  

the life of the world depends on it.   

But this strong, essential thing is  
• changed and  

• given pleasing variety by the moon and the stars.   
4. In human affairs,  

aesthetic form comes into being when  

traditions exist that, strong and abiding like mountains, are made pleasing  
by a lucid beauty.   

 
5. By contemplating the forms existing in the heavens  

we come to understand time and its changing demands.   

6. Through contemplation of the forms existing in human society  
it becomes possible to shape the world. 1 

 
THE IMAGE 
 

Fire at the foot of the mountain: The image of GRACE.  
Thus does  

• the superior man proceed When clearing up current affairs.  
But  
• he dare not decide controversial issues in this way. 

 
• The fire, whose light illuminates the mountain and makes it pleasing,  

o does not shine far;  
in the same way,  



• beautiful form suffices to brighten and to throw light upon matters of lesser 
moment,  

o but important questions cannot be decided in this way.   
They require greater earnestness. 

 


