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HEXAGRAM 40 – Hsieh - Deliverance 

 
Above CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER 

Below K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER 
 
Here the movement goes out of the sphere of danger.   

• The obstacle has been removed,  
• the difficulties are being resolved.   

• Deliverance is not yet achieved;  
• it is just in its beginning, and  
• the hexagram represents its various stages. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
DELIVERANCE.   
The southwest furthers.   

• If there is no longer anything where one has to go,  
o Return brings good fortune.   

• If there is still something where one has to go,  
o Hastening brings good fortune. 

 

This refers to a time in which tensions and complications begin to be eased.   



At such times  
we ought to make our way back to ordinary conditions as soon as possible;  

this is the meaning of "the southwest."  
These periods of sudden change have great importance.   

Just as  
rain relieves atmospheric tension, making all the buds burst open,  
so  

a time of deliverance from burdensome pressure has a  
• liberating and  

• stimulating  
effect on life.   
One thing is important, however: in such times  

we must not overdo our triumph.   
The point is not to push on farther than is necessary.   

Returning to the regular order of life  
as soon as deliverance is achieved  
brings good fortune.   

If there are any residual matters that ought to be attended to,  
it should be done as quickly as possible,  

so that  
• a clean sweep is made and  

• no retardation occur. 
 
THE IMAGE 

 
Thunder and rain set in:  The image of DELIVERANCE.   

Thus the superior man  
• pardons mistakes And  
• forgives misdeeds. 

 
• A thunderstorm has the effect of clearing the air;  

• the superior man produces a similar effect  
when dealing with mistakes and sins of men  
that induce a condition of tension.   

Through clarity he brings deliverance.   
However,  

when failings come to light,  
he does not dwell on them;  
• he simply passes over mistakes, the unintentional transgressions,  

o just as thunder dies away.   
• He forgives misdeeds, the intentional transgressions,  

o just as water washes everything clean. 
 
THE LINES 

 
Six at the beginning means:  

Without blame. 
 



In keeping with the situation, few words are needed.   
• The hindrance is past,  

• deliverance has come.   
One  

• recuperates in peace and  
• keeps still.   
This is the right thing to do in times  

when difficulties have been overcome. 
 

 
Six in the third place means:  
If a man  

• carries a burden on his back  And  
• nonetheless rides in a carriage,   

He thereby encourages robbers to draw near.   
Perseverance leads to humiliation. 
 

This refers to a man who has  
• come out of needy circumstances into comfort and  

• freedom from want.   
If now, in the manner of an upstart,  

• he tries to take his ease in comfortable surroundings  
that do not suit his nature,  

o he thereby attracts robbers.   

If  
• he goes on thus  

o he is sure to bring disgrace upon himself.   
 
Confucius says about this line: 

Carrying a burden on the back is the business of a common man;  
a carriage is the appurtenance of a man of rank.   

Now,  
when a common man uses the appurtenance of a man of rank,  
robbers plot to take it away from him.   

If a man is  
• insolent toward those above him and  

• hard toward those below him,  
robbers plot to attack him.   
• Carelessness in guarding things  

o tempts thieves to steal.   
• Sumptuous ornaments worn by a maiden  

o are an enticement to rob her of her virtue. 
 
 

0 Six in the fifth place means:   
If only the superior man can deliver himself,  

It brings good fortune.   
Thus  



he proves to inferior men that he is in earnest. 
 

Times of deliverance demand inner resolve.   
Inferior people cannot be driven off by  

• prohibitions or  
• any external means.   
If one desires to be rid of them,  

he must first break completely with them in his own mind;  
they  

• will see for themselves that he is in earnest and  
• will withdraw. 
 

 
 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 

 
 

 
Click below to view the interpretations and cases: 
 

https://icic.com/?p=8972 
 

 
HEXAGRAM 43 – Kuai - Break-through (Resoluteness) 

 
Above Tui  THE JOYOUS, LAKE  
Below CH'IEN THE CREATIVE, HEAVEN 

 
This hexagram signifies  

on the one hand  
• a break-through after a long accumulation of tension,  

as a swollen river breaks through its dikes, or in the manner of a cloudburst.   

On the other hand, applied to human conditions,  
• it refers to the time when inferior people gradually begin to disappear.   

Their influence is on the wane;  
as a result of resolute action,  
• a change in conditions occurs,  

• a break-through.   
The hexagram is linked with the third month [April-May]. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 
 

BREAK-THROUGH.   
• One must resolutely make the matter known At the court of the king.  

• It must be announced truthfully.   
Danger.  
It is necessary to notify one's own city.  

https://icic.com/?p=8972


• It does not further to resort to arms.  
• It furthers one to undertake something. 

 
• Even if only one inferior man is occupying a ruling position in a city,  

o he is able to oppress superior men.   
• Even a single passion still lurking in the heart  

o has power to obscure reason.   

• Passion and reason cannot exist side by side - therefore  
o fight without quarter is necessary if the good is to prevail. 

 
In a resolute struggle of the good against evil, there are, however,  
definite rules that must not be disregarded, if it is to succeed.   

1. First,  
resolution must be based on a union of  

• strength and  
• friendliness.   

2. Second,  

a compromise with evil is not possible;  
• evil must under all circumstances be openly discredited.   

• Nor must our own passions and shortcomings be glossed over.   
3. Third,  

the struggle must not be carried on directly by force.   
• If evil is branded, it thinks of weapons, and  
• if  

• we do it the favor of fighting against it blow for blow,  
• we lose in the end  

• because thus  
• we ourselves get entangled in hatred and passion.   

 

Therefore  
4. it is important  

• to begin at home,  
• to be on guard in our own persons against the faults we have branded.   
In this way,  

• finding no opponent,  
• the sharp edges of the weapons of evil become dulled.   

For the same reasons  
5. we should not combat our own faults directly.   
• As long as we wrestle with them,  

• they continue victorious.   
Finally,  

6. the best way to fight evil is to make energetic progress in the good. 
 
THE IMAGE 

 
The lake has risen up to heaven: The image of BREAK-THROUGH.  

Thus the superior man  
• Dispenses riches downward And  



• refrains from resting on his virtue. 
 

• When the water of a lake has risen up to heaven,  
o there is reason to fear a  cloudburst.   

• Taking this as a warning,  
o the superior man forestalls a violent collapse.   

 

• If a man were to pile up riches for himself alone, without considering others,  
• he would certainly experience a collapse.   

For all gathering is followed by dispersion.   
Therefore  
the superior man begins to distribute while he is accumulating.   

In the same way,  
in developing his character  

he takes care  
• not to become hardened in obstinacy  
• but to remain receptive to impressions  

by help of strict and continuous self-examination. 
 


