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HEXAGRAM 53 – Chien - Development (Gradual Progress) 

 
Above SUN THE GENTLE, WIND, WOOD  

Below KEN KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN 
 
This hexagram is made up of  

• Sun (wood, penetration) above, i.e., without, and  
• Ken (mountain, stillness) below, i.e., within.   

A tree on a mountain  
• develops slowly according to the law of its being and consequently  
• stands firmly rooted.   

This gives the idea of  
a development that proceeds gradually, step by step.   

The attributes of the trigrams also point to this:  
• within is tranquility,  

o which guards against precipitate actions, and  
• without is penetration,  

o which makes development and progress possible. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
DEVELOPMENT.   



The maiden  
Is given in marriage.  

Good fortune.  
Perseverance furthers. 

 
1. The development of events that  
leads to a girl's following a man to his home proceeds slowly.   

The various formalities must be disposed of before  
the marriage takes place.   

This principle of gradual development can be applied to other situations as well;  
it is always applicable where  
2. it is a matter of correct relationships of co-operation,  

as for instance in  
the appointment of an official.   

The development must be allowed to take its proper course.   
Hasty action would not be wise.   
This is also true, finally, of  

3. any effort to exert influence on others,  
for here too  

the essential factor is a correct way of development  
through cultivation of one's own personality.   

 
No influence such as that exerted by agitators has a lasting effect.   
Within the personality too,  

development must follow the same course  
if lasting results are to be achieved.   

Gentleness  
• that is adaptable,  
• but at the same time penetrating,  

is the outer form that should proceed from inner calm.   
The very gradualness of the development  

makes it necessary to have perseverance,  
for perseverance alone prevents slow progress from dwindling to nothing. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 

On the mountain, a tree: The image of DEVELOPMENT.  
Thus the superior man  
abides in dignity and virtue,  

In order to improve the mores. 
 

The tree on the mountain  
• is visible from afar, and  
• its development influences the landscape of the entire region.   

It does not shoot up like a swamp plant;  
its growth proceeds gradually.   

Thus also  
the work of influencing people can be only gradual.   



No sudden influence or awakening is of lasting effect.   
Progress must be quite gradual, and  

in order to obtain such progress  
• in public opinion and  

• in the mores of the people,  
it is necessary for the personality to acquire  
• influence and  

• weight.   
This comes about through careful and constant work  

on one's own moral development. 
 
THE LINES 

 
Six at the beginning means:  

The wild goose gradually draws near the shore.  
The young son is in danger.   
There is talk.   

No blame. 
 

All the individual lines in this hexagram symbolize  
the gradual flight of the wild goose.   

The wild goose is the symbol of conjugal fidelity,  
because it is believed that  
this bird never takes another mate after the death of the first. 

 
The initial line suggests the first resting place in the flight of water birds from the 

water to the heights.   
The shore is reached.   
The situation is that of a lonely young man who is just starting out to make his way 

in life.   
Since no one comes to help him,  

• his first steps are slow and hesitant, and  
• he is surrounded by danger.   
Naturally he is subjected to much criticism.   

But  
• these very difficulties keep him from being too hasty, and  

• his progress is successful. 
 
 

Six in the fourth place means:  
The wild goose gradually draws near the tree.  

Perhaps it will find a flat branch.   
No blame. 
 

A tree is not a suitable place for a wild goose.   
But if  

it is clever,  
it will find a flat branch on which it can get a footing.   



A man's life too, in the course of its development, often  
brings him into inappropriate situations,  

in which  
he finds it difficult to hold his own without danger.   

Then it is important to be  
• sensible and  
• yielding.   

This enables him to discover a safe place in which life can go on,  
although  

he may be surrounded by danger. 
 
 

 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

 
 

HEXAGRAMA 13 - T'ung Jen - Fellowship with Men  
 
Above CH'IEN THE CREATIVE, HEAVEN 

Below LI  THE CLINGING, FLAME 
 

The image  
• of the upper trigram Ch'ien is heaven, and that  

• of the lower, Li, is flame.   
It is the nature of fire to flame up to heaven.   
This gives the idea of fellowship.   

It is the second line that, by virtue of its central character,  
unites the five strong lines around it.   

This hexagram forms a complement to Shih, THE ARMY (7).   
1. In the latter, danger is within and obedience without –  

the character of a warlike army, which, in order to hold together, needs  

one strong man among the many who are weak.   
2. Here, clarity is within and strength without –  

the character of a peaceful union of men, which, in order to hold together, needs  
one yielding nature among many firm persons. 

 

THE JUDGMENT 
 

FELLOWSHIP WITH MEN in the open.  
Success.  
It furthers one to cross the great water.  

The perseverance of the superior man furthers. 
 

True fellowship among men must be based upon a concern that is universal.   
It is  
not the private interests of the individual that create lasting fellowship among men,  



but rather the goals of humanity.   
That is why it is said that fellowship with men in the open succeeds.   

If unity of this kind prevails,  
even difficult and dangerous tasks, such as crossing the great water,  

can be accomplished.   
But in order to bring about this sort of fellowship,  
a persevering and enlightened leader is needed –  

a man with  
• clear, convincing, and inspiring aims and  

• the strength to carry them out.  
 
• (The inner trigram means clarity;  

• the outer, strength.) 
 

THE IMAGE 
 
Heaven together with fire: The image of FELLOWSHIP WITH MEN.  

Thus the superior man  
• organizes the clans And  

• makes distinctions between things. 
 

Heaven  
• has the same direction of movement as fire,  
• yet it is different from fire.   

Just as  
• the luminaries in the sky serve for the systematic division and arrangement of 

time,  
so  
• human society and all things that really belong together must be organically 

arranged.   
Fellowship should not be a mere mingling, of individuals or of things –  

that would be chaos, not fellowship.   
If fellowship is to lead to order, there must be organization within diversity. 
 

 


