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Hexagram 46 – Sheng - Pushing Upward 

 
Above K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 

Below SUN THE GENTLE, WIND, WOOD 
 
• The lower trigram, Sun, represents wood, and  

• the upper, K'un, means the earth.   
Linked with this is the idea that wood in the earth grows upward.   

In contrast to the meaning of Chin, PROGRESS (35),  
this pushing upward is associated with effort,  
just as a plant needs energy for pushing upward through the earth.   

That is why this hexagram, although it is connected with success, is associated with 
effort of the will.   

• In PROGRESS the emphasis is on expansion;  
• PUSHING UPWARD indicates rather a vertical ascent - direct rise  

o from obscurity and lowliness  

o to power and influence. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 
PUSHING UPWARD  



has supreme success.   
One must see the great man.  

Fear not.  
Departure toward the south  

Brings good fortune. 
 
The pushing upward of the good elements  

• encounters no obstruction and  
• is therefore accompanied by great success.   

The pushing upward is made possible  
• not by violence  
• but by modesty and adaptability.   

Since the individual is borne along by the propitiousness of the time,  
he advances.   

He must go to see authoritative people.   
He need not be afraid to do this, because success is assured.   
But  

he must set to work, for activity (this is the meaning of "the south") brings good 
fortune. 

 
THE IMAGE 

 
Within the earth, wood grows: The image of PUSHING UPWARD.  
Thus the superior man of devoted character  

Heaps up small things  
In order to achieve something high and great. 

 
• Adapting itself to obstacles and bending around them,  

wood in the earth grows upward without haste and without rest.   

Thus too  
• the superior man  

o is devoted in character and  
o never pauses in his progress. 

 

THE LINES 
 

Six at the beginning means:  
Pushing upward that meets with confidence  
Brings great good fortune. 

 
This is the situation at the beginning of ascent.   

Just as  
• wood draws strength for its upward push from the root,  

which in itself is in the lowest place,  

so  
• the power to rise comes from this low and obscure station.   

 
• But there is a spiritual affinity with the rulers above, and  



• this solidarity creates the confidence needed to accomplish something. 
 

Nine in the second place means:  
If one is sincere,  

It furthers one to bring even a small offering.  
No blame. 
 

Here a strong man is presupposed.   
It is true that  

• he does not fit in with his environment, inasmuch as  
• he is too brusque and pays too little attention to form.   
But as  

he is upright in character,  
• he meets with response, and  

• his lack of outward form does no harm.   
Here  
• uprightness is the outcome of sound qualities of character,  

whereas in the corresponding line of the preceding hexagram  
• it is the result of innate humility. 

 
 

 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

 
HEXAGRAM 36 - Ming I - Darkening of the Light 
 

Above K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 
Below LI THE CLINGING, FIRE 

 
Here the sun  
• has sunk under the earth and  

• is therefore darkened.   
The name of the hexagram means literally "wounding of the bright"; hence  

the individual lines contain frequent references to wounding.   
The situation is the exact opposite of that in the foregoing hexagram.   
In the latter  

• a wise man at the head of affairs  
o has able helpers, and in company with them  

o makes progress;  
here  
• a man of dark nature  

o is in a position of authority and  
o brings harm to the wise and able man. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 
 



DARKENING OF THE LIGHT.   
In adversity  

It furthers one to be persevering. 
 

One  
• must not unresistingly let himself be swept along  

by unfavorable circumstances,  

• nor permit his steadfastness to be shaken.   
He can avoid this by  

• maintaining his inner light, while  
• remaining outwardly yielding and tractable.   
With this attitude  

he can overcome even the greatest adversities. 
 

In some situations indeed a man  
• must hide his light, in order to  
• make his will prevail in spite of difficulties in his immediate environment.   

Perseverance  
• must dwell in inmost consciousness and  

• should not be discernible from without.   
Only thus is  

a man able to maintain his will in the face of difficulties. 
 
THE IMAGE 

 
The light has sunk into the earth:  The image of DARKENING OF THE LIGHT.  

Thus does  
• the superior man live with the great mass:  
• He  

o veils his light,  
o yet still shines. 

 
In a time of darkness it is essential to be  
• cautious and  

• reserved.   
One should not needlessly awaken overwhelming enmity  

by inconsiderate behavior.   
In such times  
• one ought not to fall in with the practices of others;  

• neither should one drag them censoriously into the light.   
In social intercourse  

• one should not try to be all-knowing.   
• One should let many things pass, without being duped. 
 


