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HEXAGRAM 54 – Kuei Mei - The Marrying Maiden 

 
Above Chen THE AROUSING, THUNDER 

Below TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE 
 
Above we have  

• Chen, the eldest son, and below,  
• Tui, the youngest daughter.   

 
• The man leads and  



• the girl follows him in gladness.   
 

The picture is that of the entrance of the girl into her husband's house.   
 

In all, there are four hexagrams depicting  
the relationship between husband and wife.   
1. Hsien, INFLUENCE (31), describes  

the attraction that a young couple has for each other;  
2. Heng, DURATION (32),  

portrays the permanent relationships of marriage;  
3. Chien, DEVELOPMENT (53),  

reflects the protracted, ceremonious procedures attending the arrangement 

of a proper marriage; finally,  
4. Kuei Mei, THE MARRYING MAIDEN,  

shows a young girl under the guidance of an older man who marries her. (1) 
 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
THE MARRYING MAIDEN.   

Undertakings bring misfortune.  
Nothing that would further. 

 
A girl who  
• is taken into the family,  

• but not as the chief wife,  
must behave with special caution and reserve.   

She must not take it upon herself to supplant the mistress of the house, 
for that would  
• mean disorder and  

• lead to untenable relationships. 
 

The same is true of all voluntary relationships between human beings.   
While  
legally regulated relationships  

• evince a fixed connection between  
o duties and  

o rights,  
relationships based on personal inclination  
• depend in the long run entirely on tactful reserve. 

 
Affection as the essential principle of relatedness  

is of the greatest importance in all relationships in the world.   
For  
the union of heaven and earth is the origin of the whole of nature.   

Among human beings likewise,  
spontaneous affection is the all-inclusive principle of union. 

 
THE IMAGE 



 
Thunder over the lake:  The image of THE MARRYING MAIDEN.  

Thus  
the superior man  

Understands the transitory  
In the light of the eternity of the end. 
 

Thunder stirs the water of the lake,  
which follows it in shimmering waves.   

This symbolizes the girl who follows the man of her choice.   
But  
every relationship between individuals  

• bears within it the danger that wrong turns may be taken,  
• leading to endless misunderstandings and disagreements.   

Therefore  
it is necessary constantly to remain mindful of the end.   
If  

• we permit ourselves to drift along,  
o we come together and  

o are parted again as the day may determine.   
If on the other hand  

• a man fixes his mind on an end that endures,  
o he will succeed in avoiding the reefs  

that confront the closer relationships of people. 

 
THE LINES 

 
 
Nine in the fourth place means:   

The marrying maiden draws out the allotted time.   
A late marriage comes in due course. 

 
The girl is virtuous.   
She  

• does not wish to throw herself away, and  
• allows the customary time for marriage to slip by.   

However, there is no harm in this;  
she  
• is rewarded for her purity and, even though belatedly,  

• finds the husband intended for her. 
 

 
Six at the top means:   
• The woman holds the basket,  

o but there are no fruits in it.  
• The man stabs the sheep,  

o but no blood flows.   
Nothing that acts to further. 



 
At the sacrifice to the ancestors,  

• the woman had to present harvest offerings in a basket,  
while  

• the man slaughtered the sacrificial animal with his own hand.   
Here  
the ritual is only superficially fulfilled;  

• the woman takes an empty basket and  
• the man stabs a sheep slaughtered beforehand –  

solely to preserve the forms.   
This impious, irreverent attitude bodes no good for a marriage. 
 

 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

HEXAGRAM 41 – Sun - Decrease 
 

Above KEN KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN 
Below TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE 
 

This hexagram represents  
• a decrease of the lower trigram  

• in favor of the upper,  
because  

• the third line, originally strong, has moved up to the top, and  
• the top line, originally weak, has replaced it. 1    
 

• What is below is decreased to the benefit of  
• what is above.   

This is out-and-out decrease.   
If  
• the foundations of a building are decreased in strength and  

• the upper walls are strengthened,  
the whole structure loses its stability.   

Likewise,  
• a decrease in the prosperity of the people  
• in favor of the government  

is out-and-out decrease.   
And  

the entire theme of the hexagram is directed to showing how  
this shift of wealth can take place  
without causing the sources of wealth in  

• the nation and  
• its lower classes  

to fail. 
 
THE JUDGMENT 



 
DECREASE combined with sincerity  

Brings about supreme good fortune  
Without blame.  

• One may be persevering in this.  
It furthers one to undertake something.   
How is this to be carried out?   

• One may use two small bowls for the sacrifice. 
 

Decrease does not under all circumstances mean something bad.   
Increase and decrease come in their own time.   
What matters here is  

• to understand the time and  
• not to try to cover up poverty with empty pretense.   

 
If a time of scanty resource brings out an inner truth,  
one must not feel ashamed of simplicity.   

For simplicity is then the very thing needed to provide inner strength for further 
undertakings.   

 
Indeed, there need be no concern if the outward beauty of the civilization,  

even the elaboration of religious forms,  
should have to suffer because of simplicity.   
 

One must draw on the strength of the inner attitude to compensate for what is 
lacking in externals;  

then the power of the content makes up for the simplicity of form.   
 
There is no need of presenting false appearances to God.   

Even with slender means, the sentiment of the heart can be expressed. 2 
 

THE IMAGE 
 
At the foot of the mountain, the lake: The image of DECREASE.  

Thus the superior man  
• controls his anger And  

• restrains his instincts. 
 
The lake at the foot of the mountain evaporates.   

In this way  
it decreases to the benefit of the mountain,  

which is enriched by its moisture.   
• The mountain stands as the symbol of a stubborn strength that can harden into 

anger.   

• The lake is the symbol of unchecked gaiety  
that can develop into passionate drives at the expense of the life forces.   

 
Therefore decrease is necessary;  



• anger must be decreased by keeping still,  
• the instincts must be curbed by restriction.   

By this decrease of the lower powers of the psyche,  
the higher aspects of the soul are enriched. 

 


