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HEXAGRAM 41 – Sun - Decrease 
 

Above KEN KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN 
Below TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE 
 

This hexagram represents  
• a decrease of the lower trigram  

• in favor of the upper,  
because  
• the third line, originally strong, has moved up to the top, and  

• the top line, originally weak, has replaced it. 1    
 

• What is below is decreased to the benefit of  
• what is above.   
This is out-and-out decrease.   

If  



• the foundations of a building are decreased in strength and  
• the upper walls are strengthened,  

the whole structure loses its stability.   
Likewise,  

• a decrease in the prosperity of the people  
• in favor of the government  
is out-and-out decrease.   

And  
the entire theme of the hexagram is directed to showing how  

this shift of wealth can take place  
without causing the sources of wealth in  
• the nation and  

• its lower classes  
to fail. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 
 

DECREASE combined with sincerity  
Brings about supreme good fortune  

Without blame.  
• One may be persevering in this.  

It furthers one to undertake something.   
How is this to be carried out?   
• One may use two small bowls for the sacrifice. 

 
Decrease does not under all circumstances mean something bad.   

Increase and decrease come in their own time.   
What matters here is  
• to understand the time and  

• not to try to cover up poverty with empty pretense.   
 

If a time of scanty resource brings out an inner truth,  
one must not feel ashamed of simplicity.   
For simplicity is then the very thing needed to provide inner strength for further 

undertakings.   
 

Indeed, there need be no concern if the outward beauty of the civilization,  
even the elaboration of religious forms,  
should have to suffer because of simplicity.   

 
One must draw on the strength of the inner attitude to compensate for what is 

lacking in externals;  
then the power of the content makes up for the simplicity of form.   
 

There is no need of presenting false appearances to God.   
Even with slender means, the sentiment of the heart can be expressed. 2 

 
THE IMAGE 



 
At the foot of the mountain, the lake: The image of DECREASE.  

Thus the superior man  
• controls his anger And  

• restrains his instincts. 
 
The lake at the foot of the mountain evaporates.   

In this way  
it decreases to the benefit of the mountain,  

which is enriched by its moisture.   
• The mountain stands as the symbol of a stubborn strength that can harden into 

anger.   

• The lake is the symbol of unchecked gaiety  
that can develop into passionate drives at the expense of the life forces.   

 
Therefore decrease is necessary;  
• anger must be decreased by keeping still,  

• the instincts must be curbed by restriction.   
By this decrease of the lower powers of the psyche,  

the higher aspects of the soul are enriched. 
 

THE LINES 
 
Nine at the beginning means:   

• Going quickly when one's tasks are finished Is without blame.   
But  

• one must reflect on how much one may decrease others. 
 
• it is unselfish and good when a man,  

after completing his own urgent tasks,  
o uses his strength in the service of others, and  

without bragging or making much of it,  
o helps quickly where help is needed.   

But  

the man in a superior position who is thus aided  
must weigh carefully how much he can accept  

without doing the helpful servant or friend real harm.   
Only where such delicacy of feeling exists  
can one give oneself  

• unconditionally and  
• without hesitation. 

 
Nine in the second place means:   
Perseverance furthers.   

To undertake something brings misfortune.   
Without decreasing oneself,   

One is able to bring increase to others. 
 



• A high-minded self-awareness and  
• a consistent seriousness with no forfeit of dignity  

are necessary if a man wants to be of service to others.   
He who throws himself away in order to do the bidding of a superior  

• diminishes his own position  
• without thereby giving lasting benefit to the other.   
This is wrong.   

• To render true service of lasting value to another,  
• one must serve him without relinquishing oneself. 

 
 
Six in the fifth place means:   

Someone does indeed increase him.   
Ten pairs of tortoises cannot oppose it.  

Supreme good fortune. 
 
If someone is marked out by fate for good fortune,  

it comes without fail.   
All oracles  

– as for instance those that are read from the shells of tortoises –  
are bound to concur in giving him favorable signs.   

He need fear nothing,  
because his luck is ordained from on high. 
 

 
 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 

 
 

HEXAGRAM 20 – Kuan - Contemplation (View) 
 
Above SUN THE GENTLE, WIND 

Below K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 
 

A slight variation of tonal stress gives the Chinese name for this hexagram a double 
meaning.   
It means both  

• contemplating and  
• being seen, in the sense of being an example.   

These ideas are suggested by the fact that the hexagram can be understood as 
picturing a type of tower characteristic of ancient China. 
 

• A tower of this kind commanded a wide view of the country;  
at the same time, when situated on a mountain,  

• it became a landmark that could be seen for miles around.   
Thus the hexagram shows a ruler  



• who contemplates the law of heaven above him and the ways of the people 
below, and  

• who, by means of good government, sets a lofty example to the masses. 
 

This hexagram is linked with the eighth month (September - October).   
• The light-giving power retreats and  
• the dark power is again on the increase.   

However, this aspect is not material in the interpretation of the hexagram as a 
whole. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 
 

CONTEMPLATION.   
• The ablution has been made,  

But  
• not yet the offering.  
Full of trust they look up to him. 

 
The sacrificial ritual in China began with  

• an ablution and  
• a libation by which the Deity was invoked,  

after which the sacrifice was offered.   
The moment of time between these two ceremonies is the most sacred of all,  
the moment of deepest inner concentration.   

If piety is  
• sincere and  

• expressive of real faith,  
the contemplation of it has a transforming and awe-inspiring effect  
on those who witness it. 

 
Thus also in nature  

a holy seriousness is to be seen in the fact that  
natural occurrences are uniformly subject to law.   
Contemplation of the divine meaning underlying the workings of the universe gives  

to the man who is called upon to influence others  
the means of producing like effects.   

This requires that power of inner concentration which religious contemplation  
develops in great men strong in faith.   
• It enables them to apprehend the mysterious and divine laws of life, and  

by means of profoundest inner concentration  
• they give expression to these laws in their own persons. 

Thus  
a hidden spiritual power emanates from them,  
influencing and dominating others  

without their being aware of how it happens. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 



The wind blows over the earth: The image of CONTEMPLATION.  
Thus the kings of old  

• visited the regions of the world,  
• Contemplated the people, And  

• gave them instruction. 
 
When the wind blows over the earth it  

• goes far and wide and  
• the grass must bend to its power.   

These two occurrences find confirmation in the hexagram.   
The two images are used to symbolize a practice of the kings of old;  
1. in making regular journeys the ruler could, in the first place,  

survey his realm and  
make certain that none of the existing usages of the people escaped notice;  

2. in the second,  
he could exert influence through which such customs as were unsuitable  
could be changed. 

 
All of this points to the power possessed by a superior personality.   

• On the one hand, such a man  
• will have a view of the real sentiments of the great mass of humanity and 

therefore  
• cannot be deceived;  

• on the other, he  

• will impress the people so profoundly,  
• by his mere existence and  

• by the impact of his personality,  
that they will be swayed by him as the grass by the wind. 

 


