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HEXAGRAM 25 - Wu Wang - Innocence (The Unexpected) 
 

Above CH'IEN THE CREATIVE, HEAVEN 
Below CHEN  THE AROUSING, THUNDER  
 

• Ch'ien, heaven, is above;  
• Chen, movement, is below.   

The lower trigram Chen is under the influence of the strong line  
it has received from above, from heaven.   

When, in accord with this,  

• movement follows the law of heaven,  
• man is  



o innocent and  
o without guile.   

His mind is  
• natural and true,  

• unshadowed by reflection or ulterior designs.   
For  
• wherever conscious purpose is to be seen,  

• there the truth and innocence of nature have been lost.   
Nature that is not directed by the spirit is  

• not true  
• but degenerate nature.   
Starting out with the idea of the natural,  

• the train of thought in part goes somewhat further and thus  
• the hexagram includes also the idea of the unintentional or unexpected. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 
 

INNOCENCE.  Supreme success.  
Perseverance furthers.  

If someone is not as he should be,  
• He has misfortune,  

And  
• it does not further him To undertake anything. 
 

Man has received from heaven a nature innately good,  
to guide him in all his movements.   

By devotion to this divine spirit within himself,  
he attains an unsullied innocence that leads him to do right  
• with instinctive sureness and  

• without any ulterior thought of reward and personal advantage.   
This instinctive certainty  

• brings about supreme success and  
• "furthers through perseverance."  
However,  

• not everything instinctive is nature in this higher sense of the word,  
• but only that which is right and in accord with the will of heaven.   

Without this quality of rightness,  
an unreflecting, instinctive way of acting brings only misfortune.   

 

Confucius says about this:  
• "He who departs from innocence,  

o what does he come to?   
• Heaven's will and blessing  

o do not go with his deeds." 

 
THE IMAGE 

 
Under heaven thunder rolls: All things attain the natural state of innocence.  



Thus the kings of old,  
• rich in virtue, and  

• in harmony with the time,  
Fostered and nourished all beings. 

 
In springtime  
when thunder, life energy, begins to move again under the heavens,  

• everything sprouts and grows, and  
• all beings receive from the creative activity of nature  

the childlike innocence of their original state.   
So it is with the good rulers of mankind:  
drawing on the spiritual wealth at their command,  

they  
• take care of all forms of life and all forms of culture and  

• do everything to further them, and at the proper time. 
 
THE LINES 

 
0 Nine at the beginning means:   

Innocent behavior brings good fortune.  
 

The original impulses of the heart are always good,  
so that  
we  

• may follow them confidently,  
• assured of good fortune and achievement of our aims. 

 
 
Nine in the fourth place means:   

He who  
• can be persevering  

• Remains without blame. 
 
We cannot lose what really belongs to us, even if  

we throw it away.   
Therefore  

we need have no anxiety.   
All that need concern us is that  
we should  

• remain true to our own natures and  
• not listen to others. 

 
0 Nine in the fifth place means:   
Use no medicine in an illness  

Incurred through no fault of your own.   
It will pass of itself. 

 
An unexpected evil may come accidentally from without.   



If it  
• does not originate in one's own nature or  

• have a foothold there,  
one  

• should not resort to external means to eradicate it,  
• but should quietly let nature take its course.   
Then improvement will come of itself. 

 
 

 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

 
HEXAGRAM 23 – Po - Splitting Apart 
 

Above KEN KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN  
Below K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 

 
The dark lines are about to  
• mount upward and  

• overthrow the last firm, light line  
by exerting a disintegrating influence on it.   

The inferior, dark forces overcome what is superior and strong,  
• not by direct means,  

• but by undermining it gradually and imperceptibly,  
so that it finally collapses. 
 

The lines of the hexagram  
• present the image of a house, the top line being tile roof, and  

because the roof is being shattered  
• the house collapses.   
The hexagram belongs to the ninth month (October-November).   

The yin power  
• pushes up ever more powerfully and  

• is about to supplant the yang power altogether. 
 
THE JUDGMENT  

 
SPLITTING APART.   

It does not further one  
To go anywhere. 
 

This pictures a time when inferior people  
• are pushing forward and  

• are about to crowd out the few remaining strong and superior men.   
Under these circumstances, which are due to the time,  
it is not favorable for the superior man to undertake anything. 



 
The right behavior in such adverse times is to be deduced from  

• the images and  
• their attributes.   

 
• The lower trigram stands for the earth,  

o whose attributes are docility and devotion.   

• The upper trigram stands for the mountain,  
o whose attribute is stillness.   

 
This suggests that one  
• should submit to the bad time and  

• remain quiet.   
For it is a question not of man's doing but of time conditions,  

which, according to the laws of heaven,  
show an alternation of  
• increase and decrease,  

• fullness and emptiness.   
It is impossible to counteract these conditions of the time.   

Hence  
it is not cowardice but wisdom to  

• submit and  
• avoid action. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 

The mountain rests on the earth: The image of SPLITTING APART.   
Thus  
those above can ensure their position   

Only by giving generously to those below. 
 

The mountain rests on the earth.   
• When it is steep and narrow, lacking a broad base, it must topple over.   
• Its position is strong only when it rises out of the earth  

o broad and great,  
o not proud and steep.   

So likewise those who rule rest on the broad foundation of the people.   
They too should be  
• generous and  

• benevolent,  
like the earth that carries all.   

• Then they will make their position  
o as secure  
o as a mountain is in its tranquility. 

 
 


