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HEXAGRAM 36 - Ming I - Darkening of the Light 

 
Above K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 
Below LI THE CLINGING, FIRE 

 
Here the sun  



• has sunk under the earth and  
• is therefore darkened.   

The name of the hexagram means literally "wounding of the bright"; hence  
the individual lines contain frequent references to wounding.   

The situation is the exact opposite of that in the foregoing hexagram.   
In the latter  
• a wise man at the head of affairs  

o has able helpers, and in company with them  
o makes progress;  

here  
• a man of dark nature  

o is in a position of authority and  

o brings harm to the wise and able man. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 
DARKENING OF THE LIGHT.   

In adversity  
It furthers one to be persevering. 

 
One  

• must not unresistingly let himself be swept along  
by unfavorable circumstances,  

• nor permit his steadfastness to be shaken.   

He can avoid this by  
• maintaining his inner light, while  

• remaining outwardly yielding and tractable.   
With this attitude  
he can overcome even the greatest adversities. 

 
In some situations indeed a man  

• must hide his light, in order to  
• make his will prevail in spite of difficulties in his immediate environment.   
Perseverance  

• must dwell in inmost consciousness and  
• should not be discernible from without.   

Only thus is  
a man able to maintain his will in the face of difficulties. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 

The light has sunk into the earth:  The image of DARKENING OF THE LIGHT.  
Thus does  
• the superior man live with the great mass:  

• He  
o veils his light,  

o yet still shines. 
 



In a time of darkness it is essential to be  
• cautious and  

• reserved.   
One should not needlessly awaken overwhelming enmity  

by inconsiderate behavior.   
In such times  
• one ought not to fall in with the practices of others;  

• neither should one drag them censoriously into the light.   
In social intercourse  

• one should not try to be all-knowing.   
• One should let many things pass, without being duped. 
 

THE LINES 
 

 
Six in the fourth place means:   
He penetrates the left side of the belly.   

One  
• gets at the very heart of the darkening of the light,  And  

• leaves gate and courtyard. 
 

We  
find ourselves close to the commander of darkness and so  
discover his most secret thoughts.   

In this way  
• we realize that there is no longer any hope of improvement, and thus  

• we are enabled to leave the scene of disaster before the storm breaks. 
 
 

 
 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 

 
 

HEXAGRAM 55 – Feng - Abundance (Fullness) 
 
Above CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER 

Below LI THE CLINGING, FLAME 
 

• Chen is movement;  
• Li is flame, whose attribute is clarity.   
 

• Clarity within,  
• movement without –  

this produces greatness and abundance.   
The hexagram pictures a period of advanced civilization.   
However,  



the fact that development has reached a peak suggests that  
this extraordinary condition of abundance cannot be maintained permanently. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
ABUNDANCE has success. 
The king attains abundance.   

Be not sad.  
Be like the sun at midday. 

 
It is not given to every mortal to bring about a time of  
• outstanding greatness and  

• abundance.   
Only a born ruler of men is able to do it,  

because his will is directed to what is great.   
Such a time of abundance is usually brief.   
Therefore  

a sage might well feel sad in view of the decline that must follow.   
But such sadness does not befit him.   

Only a man who is inwardly free of sorrow and care  
can lead in a time of abundance.   

He must be like the sun at midday,  
illuminating and gladdening everything under heaven. 
 

THE IMAGE  
 

Both thunder and lightning come:  The image of ABUNDANCE.  
Thus  
the superior man  

• decides lawsuits And  
• carries out punishments. 

 
This hexagram has a certain connection with Shih Ho, BITING THROUGH (21),  
in which thunder and lightning similarly appear together,  

but in the reverse order.   
• In BITING THROUGH, laws are laid down;  

• here they are applied and enforced.  
 
• Clarity [Li] within makes it possible to investigate the facts exactly, and  

• shock [Chen] without ensures a strict and precise carrying out of punishments. 
 


