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HEXAGRAM 47 - K'un - Oppression (Exhaustion) 
 
Above TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE 

Below K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER 
 

1. The lake is above, water below; the lake is empty, dried up. (1)  
Exhaustion is expressed in yet another way:  
2. at the top, a dark line is holding down two light lines;  

below, a light line is hemmed in between two dark ones.   
3. The upper trigram belongs to the principle of darkness,  

the lower to the principle of light.   
Thus everywhere superior men are oppressed and held in restraint by inferior men. 

 



THE JUDGMENT 
 

OPPRESSION.   
Success.   

Perseverance.  
The great man brings about good fortune.  
No blame.  

When one has something to say,  
It is not believed. 

 
• Times of adversity are the reverse of times of success,  
but  

• they can lead to success if they befall the right man.   
When  

a strong man meets with adversity,  
• he remains cheerful despite all danger,  
and  

• this cheerfulness is the source of later successes;  
it is that stability which is stronger than fate.   

He who  
• lets his spirit be broken by exhaustion certainly  

• has no success.   
But  
if adversity only bends a man,  

• it creates in him a power to react that is bound in time to manifest itself.   
No inferior man is capable of this.   

Only the great man  
• brings about good fortune  
and  

• remains blameless.   
It is true that for the time being outward influence is denied him,  

because his words have no effect.   
Therefore in times of adversity  
it is important to be  

• strong within  
and  

• sparing of words. 
 
THE IMAGE 

 
There is no water in the lake:  

Thus  
the superior man  
stakes his life  

On following his will. 
 

When the water has flowed out below,  
the lake must  



• dry up  
and  

• become exhausted.   
That is fate.   

This symbolizes an adverse fate in human life.   
In such times there is nothing a man can do  
but  

• acquiesce in his fate  
and  

• remain true to himself.   
This concerns the deepest stratum of his being,  
for this alone is superior to all external fate. 

 
THE LINES 

 
Six at the beginning means:  
One  

• sits oppressed under a bare tree  
And  

• strays into a gloomy valley.  
For three years one sees nothing. 

 
When adversity befalls a man,  
it is important above all things for him  

• to be strong  
and  

• to overcome the trouble inwardly.   
If  
he is weak,  

• the trouble overwhelms him.   
Instead of proceeding on his way,  

he  
• remains sitting under a bare tree  
and  

• falls ever more deeply into gloom and melancholy.   
This makes the situation only more and more hopeless.   

Such an attitude comes from an inner delusion  
that  
he must by all means overcome. 

 
 

 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

 
HEXAGRAM 58 – Tui - The Joyous, Lake 
 



Above TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE  
Below TUI THE JOYOUS, LAKE 

 
• This hexagram,  

• like Sun,  
is one of the eight formed by doubling of a trigram.   
The trigram Tui denotes the youngest daughter;  

it is symbolized by the smiling lake, and  
its attribute is joyousness.   

Contrary to appearances,  
• it is not the yielding quality of the top line that accounts for joy here.   
• The attribute of the yielding or dark principle is  

o not joy  
o but melancholy.   

However,  
JOY is indicated by the fact that  
there are two strong lines within,  

expressing themselves through the medium of gentleness. 
 

True joy, therefore,  
• rests on firmness and strength within,  

• manifesting itself outwardly as yielding and gentle. 
 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
THE JOYOUS.   

Success.  
Perseverance is favorable. 
 

The joyous mood  
• is infectious  

and therefore  
• brings success.   
But  

• joy must be based on steadfastness  
if  

• it is not to degenerate into uncontrolled mirth.   
 
• Truth and strength must dwell in the heart,  

while  
• gentleness reveals itself in social intercourse.   

• In this way  
one  
• assumes the right attitude toward God and man and  

• achieves something.   
Under certain conditions,  

intimidation without gentleness may achieve something  
• momentarily,  



• but not for all time.   
When, on the other hand,  

the hearts of men are won by friendliness,  
they are  

• led to take all hardships upon themselves willingly,  
and if need be  
• will not shun death itself,  

so great is the power of joy over men. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 
Lakes resting one on the other:  The image of THE JOYOUS.  

Thus the superior man joins with his friends  
For  

• discussion and  
• practice. 
 

• A lake evaporates upward  
and thus  

• gradually dries up;  
but when  

two lakes are joined  
• they do not dry up so readily,  
• for one replenishes the other.   

It is the same in the field of knowledge.   
Knowledge should be a refreshing and vitalizing force.   

It becomes so only through stimulating intercourse  
• with congenial friends  
• with whom one  

o holds discussion and  
o practices application of the truths of life.   

In this way  
learning  
• becomes many-sided and  

• takes on a cheerful lightness,  
whereas  

• there is always something ponderous and one-sided about  
• the learning of the self-taught. 
 


