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HEXAGRAM 03 – Chun - Difficulty at the Beginning 

 
Above K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER 

Below CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER 
 
The name of the hexagram, Chun, really connotes  

a blade of grass pushing against an obstacle  
as it sprouts out of the earth hence the meaning, "difficulty at the beginning."  



The hexagram indicates the way in which heaven and earth bring forth individual 
beings.   

It is their first meeting, which is beset with difficulties.   
 

The lower trigram Chen is the Arousing;  
• its motion is upward and  
• its image is thunder.   

The upper trigram K'an stands for the Abysmal, the dangerous.   
• Its motion is downward and  

• its image is rain.   
 
The situation points to teeming, chaotic profusion;  

thunder and rain fill the air.   
But the chaos clears up.   

• While the Abysmal sinks,  
• the upward movement eventually passes beyond the danger.   
• A thunderstorm brings release from tension, and  

• all things breathe freely again. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 

DIFFICULTY AT THE BEGINNING works supreme success,  
Furthering through perseverance.  
Nothing should be undertaken.  

It furthers one to appoint helpers. 
 

Times of growth are beset with difficulties.   
They resemble a first birth.   
But these difficulties arise from the very profusion of all that is struggling to attain 

form.   
Everything is in motion:  

therefore if one perseveres there is a prospect of great success, in spite of the 
existing danger.   
When it is a man's fate to undertake such new beginnings, everything is still 

unformed, dark. 
 

Hence he must hold back, because any premature move might bring disaster.   
Likewise, it is very important not to remain alone;  
in order to overcome the chaos he needs helpers.   

This is not to say, however, that he himself should look on passively at what is 
happening.   

He must lend his hand and participate with inspiration and guidance. 
 
THE IMAGE 

 
Clouds and thunder:  The image Of DIFFICULTY AT THE BEGINNING.   

Thus the superior man  
Brings order out of confusion. 



 
Clouds and thunder are represented by definite decorative lines;  

this means that in the chaos of difficulty at the beginning, order is already implicit.   
So too the superior man has to arrange and organize the inchoate profusion of such 

times of beginning, just as one sorts out silk threads from a knotted tangle and 
binds them into skeins.   
In order to find one's place in the infinity of being,  

one must be able both  
• to separate and  

• to unite. 
 
THE LINES 

 
0 Nine at the beginning means:  

Hesitation and hindrance.  
• It furthers one to remain persevering.   
• It furthers one to appoint helpers. 

 
If a person encounters a hindrance at the beginning of an enterprise,  

he must not try to force advance but  
• must pause and  

• take thought.   
However, nothing should put him off his course;  
he must persevere and constantly keep the goal in sight.   

It is important to seek out the right assistants,  
but he can find them only if he  

• avoids arrogance and  
• associates with his fellows in a spirit of humility.   
Only then will he attract those with whose help he can combat the difficulties. 

 
 

Six in the fourth place means:   
Horse and wagon part.  
Strive for union.  

To go brings good fortune.   
Everything acts to further.  

 
We are in a situation in which it is our duty to act,  
but we lack sufficient power.   

However, an opportunity to make connections offers itself.   
It must be seized.   

Neither false pride nor false reserve should deter us.   
Bringing oneself to take the first step,  
even when it involves a certain degree of self-abnegation, is a sign of inner clarity.   

To accept help in a difficult situation is not a disgrace.   
If the right helper is found, all goes well. 

 
 



 
 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 
 

 
HEXAGRAM 45 - Ts'ui - Gathering Together (Massing) 

 
Above Tui THE JOYOUS, LAKE 
Below K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 

 
This hexagram is related in form and meaning to Pi, HOLDING TOGETHER (8).   

• In the latter, water is over the earth;  
• here a lake is over the earth.   
But since the lake is a place where water collects,  

the idea of gathering together is even more strongly expressed here than in the 
other hexagram.   

The same idea also arises from the fact that  
• in the present case it is two strong lines (the fourth and the fifth) that  

o bring about the gathering together,  

whereas  
• in the former case one strong line (the fifth)  

o stands in the midst of weak lines. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 
GATHERING TOGETHER.   

Success.  
The king approaches his temple.  

It furthers one to see the great man.  
This brings success.   
Perseverance furthers.  

To bring great offerings creates good fortune.   
It furthers one to undertake something, 

 
The gathering together of people in large communities is  
• either a natural occurrence, as in the case of the family,  

• or an artificial one, as in the case of the state.   
The family gathers about the father as its head.   

The perpetuation of this gathering in groups is achieved through the sacrifice to the 
ancestors,  
at which the whole clan is gathered together.   

Through the collective piety of the living members of the family,  
• the ancestors become so integrated in the spiritual life of the family that  

• it cannot be dispersed or dissolved. 
 
1. Where men are to be gathered together,  



religious forces are needed.   
2. But there must also be a human leader to serve as the center of the group.   

In order to be able to bring others together,  
 

this leader must first of all be collected within himself.   
Only collective moral force can unite the world.   
• Such great times of unification will leave great achievements behind them.   

This is the significance of the great offerings that are made.   
• In the secular sphere likewise there is need of great deeds  

in the time of GATHERING TOGETHER. 
 
THE IMAGE 

 
Over the earth, the lake: The image Of GATHERING TOGETHER.  

Thus the superior man renews his weapons In order to meet the unforeseen. 
 
If the water in the lake gathers until it rises above the earth,  

• there is danger of a break-through.   
Precautions must be taken to prevent this.   

Similarly  
• where men gather together in great numbers, strife is likely to arise;  

• where possessions are collected, robbery is likely to occur.   
Thus in the time of GATHERING TOGETHER  
we must arm promptly to ward off the unexpected.   

Human woes usually come as a result of unexpected events against which we are 
not forearmed.   

If we are prepared, they can be prevented. 
 
 


