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HEXAGRAM 39 – Chien - Obstruction 

 
Above  K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER 
Below  KEN KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN 

 
The hexagram pictures  

• a dangerous abyss lying before us and  
• a steep, inaccessible mountain rising behind us.   
We are surrounded by obstacles;  

at the same time,  
since the mountain has the attribute of keeping still,  

there is implicit a hint as to how we can extricate ourselves.   



The hexagram represents obstructions  
that appear in the course of time but  

that can and should be overcome.   
Therefore  

all the instruction given is directed to overcoming them. 
 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
OBSTRUCCION.   

• The southwest furthers.   
• The northeast does not further.   
• It furthers one to see the great man.   

Perseverance brings good fortune. 
 

The southwest is the region of retreat,  
the northeast that of advance.   
Here  

an individual is confronted by obstacles that  
cannot be overcome directly.   

In such a situation  
it is wise  

• to pause in view of the danger and  
• to retreat.   
However,  

this is merely a preparation for overcoming the obstructions.   
One must  

• join forces with friends of like mind and  
• put himself under the leadership of a man equal to the situation:  
then  

one will succeed in removing the obstacles.   
This requires the will to persevere  

just when  
one apparently must do something that leads away from his goal.   
This unswerving inner purpose brings good fortune in the end.   

An obstruction that lasts only for a time is useful for self-development.   
This is the value of adversity. 

 
THE IMAGE 
 

Water on the mountain:  
The image of OBSTRUCTION.   

Thus the superior man  
• turns his attention to himself And  
• molds his character. 

 
Difficulties and obstructions throw a man back upon himself.   

While  
• the inferior man  



o seeks to put the blame on other persons, bewailing his fate,  
• the superior man  

o seeks the error within himself, and  
through this introspection  

• the external obstacle becomes for him an occasion for  
o inner enrichment and  
o education. 

 
THE LINES 

 
 
Six at the top means:  

Going leads to obstructions,  
Coming leads to great good fortune.   

It furthers one to see the great man. 
 
This refers to  

a man who has already left the world and its tumult behind him.   
When the time of obstructions arrives,  

it might seem that the simplest thing for him to do would be to  
• turn his back upon the world and  

• take refuge in the beyond.   
But this road is barred to him.   
He  

• must not seek his own salvation and  
• abandon the world to its adversity.  

Duty calls him back once more into the turmoil of life.   
Precisely because of his  
• experience and  

• inner freedom,  
he is able to create something both  

• great and  
• complete  
that brings good fortune.   

And it is favorable to see the great man in alliance with whom  
one can achieve the work of rescue. 

 
 
 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 
 

HEXAGRAM 55 – Feng - Abundance (Fullness) 
 

Above CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER 
Below LI THE CLINGING, FLAME 
 



• Chen is movement;  
• Li is flame, whose attribute is clarity.   

 
• Clarity within,  

• movement without –  
this produces greatness and abundance.   
The hexagram pictures a period of advanced civilization.   

However,  
the fact that development has reached a peak suggests that  

this extraordinary condition of abundance cannot be maintained permanently. 
 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
ABUNDANCE has success. 

The king attains abundance.   
Be not sad.  
Be like the sun at midday. 

 
It is not given to every mortal to bring about a time of  

• outstanding greatness and  
• abundance.   

Only a born ruler of men is able to do it,  
because his will is directed to what is great.   
Such a time of abundance is usually brief.   

Therefore  
a sage might well feel sad in view of the decline that must follow.   

But such sadness does not befit him.   
Only a man who is inwardly free of sorrow and care  
can lead in a time of abundance.   

He must be like the sun at midday,  
illuminating and gladdening everything under heaven. 

 
THE IMAGE  
 

Both thunder and lightning come:  The image of ABUNDANCE.  
Thus  

the superior man  
• decides lawsuits And  
• carries out punishments. 

 
This hexagram has a certain connection with Shih Ho, BITING THROUGH (21),  

in which thunder and lightning similarly appear together,  
but in the reverse order.   
• In BITING THROUGH, laws are laid down;  

• here they are applied and enforced.  
 

• Clarity [Li] within makes it possible to investigate the facts exactly, and  
• shock [Chen] without ensures a strict and precise carrying out of punishments. 



 


