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HEXAGRAM 64 - Wei Chi - Before Completion

Above Li THE CLINGING, FLAME
Below K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER

This hexagram indicates a time when
the transition from disorder to order is not yet completed.
The change is indeed prepared for,
since
all the lines in the upper trigram are in relation to those in the lower (1).
However,
they are not yet in their places.
While
e the preceding hexagram offers an analogy to autumn,
o Wwhich forms the transition



from summer to winter,
e this hexagram presents a parallel to spring,
o which leads out of winter's stagnation into
the fruitful time of summer.

With this hopeful outlook the Book of Changes comes to its close.
THE JUDGMENT

BEFORE COMPLETION.

Success.

But if the little fox, after nearly completing the crossing,
Gets his tail in the water,

There is nothing that would further.

The conditions are difficult.

The task is great and full of responsibility.

It is nothing less than that of

leading the world out of confusion back to order.

But

it is a task that promises success,

because

there is a goal that can unite the forces now tending in different directions.
At first, however,

one must move warily, like an old fox walking over ice.
The caution of a fox walking over ice is proverbial in China.
His ears are constantly alert to the cracking of the ice,

as

he carefully and circumspectly searches out the safest spots.
A young fox who as yet has not acquired this caution

goes ahead boldly,

and it may happen that

he falls in and gets his tail wet

when

he is almost across the water.

Then of course

his effort has been all in vain.

Accordingly, in times "before completion,"

e deliberation

and

e caution

are the prerequisites of success.

THE IMAGE
Fire over water: The image of the condition before transition.

Thus
the superior man is careful



In the differentiation of things,
So that each finds its place.

When
fire,
e which by nature flames upward,
is above,
and
water,
e which flows downward,
is below,
their effects
o take opposite directions
and
e remain unrelated.
If
we wish to achieve an effect,
e we must first
e investigate the nature of the forces in question
and
e ascertain their proper place.
If
e we can bring these forces to bear in the right place,
e they will have the desired effect,
and
e completion will be achieved.
But in order to handle external forces properly,
e we must above all arrive at the correct standpoint ourselves,
for only from this vantage can we work correctly.

THE LINES
Six at the beginning means:

He gets his tail in the water.
Humiliating.

In times of disorder

there is a temptation to advance oneself as rapidly as possible
in order to accomplish something tangible.

But

this enthusiasm leads only to failure and humiliation

if the time for achievement has not yet arrived.

In such a time
it is wise to spare ourselves the opprobrium of failure
by holding back. 2



Nine at the top means:
There is drinking of wine
In genuine confidence.
No blame.

But if

one wets his head,

He loses it, in truth.

Before completion, at the dawning of the new time,

e friends foregather in an atmosphere of mutual trust,

and

e the time of waiting is passed in conviviality.

Since

the new era is hard on the threshold,

there is no blame in this.

But

one must be careful in all this to keep within proper bounds.

If in his exuberance

e a man gets drunk,

e he forfeits the favorableness of the situation
through his intemperance.

MOVING HEXAGRAM

HEXAGRAM 54 - Kuei Mei - The Marrying Maiden

Above Chen THE AROUSING, THUNDER
Below TUI  THE JOYOUS, LAKE

Above we have
e Chen, the eldest son, and below,
e Tui, the youngest daughter.

e The man leads and
the girl follows him in gladness.

The picture is that of the entrance of the girl into her husband's house.

In all, there are four hexagrams depicting
the relationship between husband and wife.
1. Hsien, INFLUENCE (31), describes
the attraction that a young couple has for each other;
2. Heng, DURATION (32),



portrays the permanent relationships of marriage;
3. Chien, DEVELOPMENT (53),
reflects the protracted, ceremonious procedures attending the arrangement
of a proper marriage; finally,
4, Kuei Mei, THE MARRYING MAIDEN,
shows a young girl under the guidance of an older man who marries her. (1)

THE JUDGMENT

THE MARRYING MAIDEN.
Undertakings bring misfortune.
Nothing that would further.

A girl who

e is taken into the family,

e but not as the chief wife,

must behave with special caution and reserve.

She must not take it upon herself to supplant the mistress of the house,
for that would

e mean disorder and

e lead to untenable relationships.

The same is true of all voluntary relationships between human beings.
While
legally regulated relationships
e evince a fixed connection between
o duties and
o rights,
relationships based on personal inclination
e depend in the long run entirely on tactful reserve.

Affection as the essential principle of relatedness

is of the greatest importance in all relationships in the world.

For

the union of heaven and earth is the origin of the whole of nature.
Among human beings likewise,

spontaneous affection is the all-inclusive principle of union.

THE IMAGE

Thunder over the lake: The image of THE MARRYING MAIDEN.
Thus

the superior man

Understands the transitory

In the light of the eternity of the end.

Thunder stirs the water of the lake,
which follows it in shimmering waves.



This symbolizes the girl who follows the man of her choice.
But
every relationship between individuals
e bears within it the danger that wrong turns may be taken,
e leading to endless misunderstandings and disagreements.
Therefore
it is necessary constantly to remain mindful of the end.
If
e we permit ourselves to drift along,

o we come together and

o are parted again as the day may determine.
If on the other hand
e a man fixes his mind on an end that endures,

o he will succeed in avoiding the reefs

that confront the closer relationships of people.



