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HEXAGRAM 14 - Ta Yu - Possession in Great Measure 

 
Above LI THE CLINGING, FLAME  

Below CH'IEN THE CREATIVE, HEAVEN 
 
• The fire in heaven above shines far, and  



• all things  
o stand out in the light and  

o become, manifest.   
 

• The weak fifth line occupies the place of honor, and  
• all the strong lines are in accord with it.   
 

All things come to the man who is  
• modest and kind  

• in a high position. 1 
 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
POSSESSION IN GREAT MEASURE.  

Supreme success. 
 
The two trigrams indicate that strength and clarity unite.   

Possession in great measure  
• is determined by fate and  

• accords with the time.   
How is it possible that the weak line has power  

• to hold the strong lines fast and  
• to possess them?   
It is done by virtue of unselfish modesty.   

The time is favorable - a time of  
• strength within,  

• clarity and culture without.   
Power is expressing itself in a graceful and controlled way.   
This brings supreme success and wealth. 2 

 
THE IMAGE 

 
Fire in heaven above: The image of POSSESSION IN GREAT MEASURE . 
Thus the superior man  

• curbs evil and 
• furthers good, And thereby  

• obeys the benevolent will of heaven. 
 
The sun in heaven above,  

shedding light over everything on earth,  
is the image of possession on a grand scale.   

But a possession of this sort must be administered properly.   
The sun brings both evil and good into the light of day.   
Man  

• must combat and curb the evil, and  
• must favor and promote the good.   

Only in this way does he fulfill the benevolent will of God,  
who desires  



• only good and  
• not evil. 

 
THE LINES 

 
 
Nine in the second place means:  

A big wagon for loading.  
One may undertake something.   

No blame. 
 
Great possession consists  

• not only in the quantity of goods at one's disposal,  
• but, first and foremost, in their mobility and utility,  

for then  
• they can be used in undertakings, and  
• we remain free of embarrassment and mistakes.   

The big wagon,  
• which will carry a heavy load and  

• in which one can journey far,  
means that there are at hand able helpers who  

• give their support and  
• are equal to their task.   
One can load great responsibility upon such persons, and  

this is necessary in important undertakings. 
 

Nine in the third place means:   
A prince offers it to the Son of Heaven.   
A petty man cannot do this.  

 
1. A magnanimous, liberal - minded man  

• should not regard what he possesses as his exclusive personal property, 
but  

• should place it at the disposal of the ruler or of the people at large.   

In so doing,  
• he takes the right attitude toward his possession,  

• which as private property can never endure.   
2. A petty man is incapable of this.   

He is harmed by great possessions,  

because instead of sacrificing them,  
he would keep them for himself. 3 

 
 
Nine at the top means:   

He is blessed by heaven.  
Good fortune.   

Nothing that does not further. 
 



• In the fullness of possession and  
• at the height of power,  

one remains modest and  
gives honor to the sage who stands outside the affairs of the world.   

By this means  
• one puts oneself under the beneficent influence descending from heaven, and  
• all goes well.   

 
Confucius says of this line: 

To bless means to help.   
• Heaven helps the man who is devoted;  
• men help the man who is true.   

He who  
• walks in truth and  

• is devoted in his thinking, and furthermore  
• reveres the worthy,  

o is blessed by heaven.  He  

o has good fortune, and  
o there is nothing that would not further.  

 
 

 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

 
 
HEXAGRAM 51 – Chen - The Arousing (Shock, Thunder) 

 
Above CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER 

Below CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER 
 
The hexagram Chen represents the eldest son,  

who seizes rule with  
• energy and  

• power.   
A yang line  
• develops below two yin lines and  

• presses upward forcibly.   
This movement is so violent that it arouses terror.   

It is symbolized by thunder, which  
• bursts forth from the earth and by its shock  
• causes fear and trembling. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 

 
• Shock brings success.   
• Shock comes-oh, oh!   



Laughing words-ha, ha!   
• The shock terrifies for a hundred miles, And  

• he does not let fall the sacrificial spoon and chalice. 
 

The shock that comes from the manifestation of God  
within the depths of the earth  
makes man afraid,  

but this fear of God is good,  
for joy and merriment can follow upon it. 

 
When  
• a man has learned within his heart what fear and trembling mean,  

• he is safeguarded against any terror produced by outside influences.   
Let the thunder roll and spread terror a hundred miles around:  

• he remains so composed and reverent in spirit  
that  
• the sacrificial rite is not interrupted.   

This is the spirit that must animate leaders and rulers of men –  
• a profound inner seriousness from which  

• all outer terrors glance off harmlessly. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 
Thunder repeated: the image of SHOCK.   

Thus in fear and trembling  
The superior man  

• sets his life in order And  
• examines himself. 
 

The shock of continuing thunder brings  
• fear and  

• trembling.   
The superior man  
• is always filled with reverence at the manifestation of God;  

he  
• sets his life in order and  

• searches his heart,  
lest it harbor any secret opposition to the will of God.   
Thus  

• reverence is the foundation of true culture. 
 

 


