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HEXAGRAM 32 – Heng - Duration 

 
Above CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER  

Below SUN THE GENTLE, WIND 
 
• The strong trigram Chen is above,  

• the weak trigram Sun below.   
This hexagram is the inverse of the preceding one.   

• In the latter we have influence,  
• here we have union as an enduring condition.   
The two images are thunder and wind,  



which are likewise constantly paired phenomena.   
• The lower trigram indicates gentleness within;  

• the upper, movement without. 
 

In the sphere of social relationships,  
the hexagram represents the institution of marriage  
as the enduring union of the sexes.   

• During courtship  
o the young man subordinates himself to the girl,  

• but in marriage, which is represented by the coming together of  
the eldest son and the eldest daughter,  

o the husband is the directing and moving force outside,  

o while the wife, inside, is gentle and submissive. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 
DURATION.  Success.  No blame.   

Perseverance furthers.  
It furthers one to have somewhere to go. 

 
Duration  

• is a state whose movement is not worn down by hindrances.   
• It is not a state of rest, for mere standstill is regression.   

Duration  

• is rather the self-contained and therefore self-renewing movement of  
an organized, firmly integrated whole,  

o taking place in accordance with immutable laws and  
o beginning anew at every ending.   

 

The end is reached by an inward movement,  
by inhalation, systole, contraction, and  

this movement turns into a new beginning, in which  
the movement is directed outward,  

in exhalation, diastole, expansion. 

 
Heavenly bodies exemplify duration.   

They move in their fixed orbits, and  
because of this their light-giving power endures.   
The seasons of the year  

• follow a fixed law of change and transformation, hence  
• can produce effects that endure. 

 
So likewise  
the dedicated man  

• embodies an enduring meaning in his way of life, and thereby  
• the world is formed.   

In that which gives things their duration,  
we can come to understand the nature of all beings  



• in heaven and  
• on earth. 

 
THE IMAGE 

 
Thunder and wind: the image of DURATION.  
Thus the superior man  

• stands firm And  
• does not change his direction. 

 
• Thunder rolls, and  
• the wind blows;  

both  
• are examples of extreme mobility and so  

• are seemingly the very opposite of duration,  
but the laws governing their appearance and subsidence,  
their coming and going, endure.   

In the same way  
the independence of the superior man is not based on  

• rigidity and  
• immobility of character.   

He always  
• keeps abreast of the time and  
• changes with it.   

What endures is  
• the unswerving directive,  

• the inner law of his being,  
which determines all his actions. 

 

THE LINES 
 

 
0 Nine in the second place means:   
Remorse disappears. 

 
The situation is abnormal.   

A man's force of character is greater than the available material power.   
Thus  
he might be afraid of allowing himself to attempt something beyond his strength.   

However, since it is the time of DURATION,  
it is possible for him  

• to control his inner strength and so  
• to avoid excess.   
Cause for remorse then disappears. 

 
Nine in the third place means:  

He who does not give duration to his character  
Meets with disgrace.  



Persistent humiliation. 
 

If a man remains at the mercy of moods of hope or fear aroused by the outer 
world,  

he loses his inner consistency of character.   
Such inconsistency invariably leads to distressing experiences.   
These humiliations often come from an unforeseen quarter.   

Such experiences are not merely effects produced by the external world,  
but logical consequences evoked by his own nature. 

 
Nine in the fourth place means: 
No game in the field. 

 
• If we are in pursuit of game and want to get a shot at a quarry,  

• we must set about it in the right way.   
A man who  
• persists in stalking game in a place where there is none  

• may wait forever without finding any.   
 

• Persistence in search is not enough.   
• What is not sought in the right way is not found. 

 
 
 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 
 

 
HEXAGRAM 02 - K'un – The Receptive 

 
Above K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 
Below K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 

 
This hexagram is made up of broken lines only.   

The broken line represents the dark, yielding, receptive primal power of yin.   
The attribute of the hexagram is devotion;  
its image is the earth.   

It is the perfect complement of THE CREATIVE - the complement, not the opposite, 
1  

for the Receptive does not combat the Creative but complements it. 
It represents  
• nature in contrast to spirit,  

• earth in contrast to heaven,  
• space as against time,  

• the female-maternal as against the male-paternal.   
However, as applied to human affairs,  
the principle of this complementary relationship is found  



• not only in the relation between man and woman,  
• but also in that between prince and minister and  

• between father and son.   
Indeed, even in the individual this duality appears in the coexistence of  

• the spiritual world and  
• the world of the senses.  
 

But strictly speaking there is no real dualism here,  
because there is a clearly defined hierarchic relationship between the two 

principles.   
In itself of course the Receptive is just as important as the Creative,  
but the attribute of devotion defines the place occupied by this primal power in 

relation to the Creative.   
For the Receptive must be activated and led by the Creative;  

then it is productive of good.   
Only when it abandons this position and tries to stand as an equal side by side with 
the Creative,  

does it become evil.   
The result then is opposition to and struggle against the Creative,  

which is productive of evil to both. 
 

THE JUDGMENT  
 
THE RECEPTIVE brings about sublime success,  

Furthering through the perseverance of a mare.  
If the superior man undertakes something and tries to lead,  

He goes astray;  
But if he follows, he finds guidance  
It is favorable to find friends in the west and south,  

To forego friends in the east and north.  
Quiet perseverance brings good fortune. 

 
The four fundamental aspects of the Creative –  
"sublime success, furthering through perseverance"- are also attributed to the 

Receptive.   
Here, however, the perseverance is more closely defined: it is that of a mare.   

The Receptive connotes spatial reality in contrast to the spiritual potentiality of the 
Creative.   
The potential becomes real and the spiritual becomes spatial through a specifically 

qualifying definition.   
Thus the qualification, "of a mare," is here added to the idea of perseverance.   

The horse belongs to earth just as the dragon belongs to heaven.   
Its tireless roaming over the plains is taken as a symbol of the vast expanse of the 
earth.   

This is the symbol chosen because the mare combines  
• the strength and swiftness of the horse with  

• the gentleness and devotion of the cow. 
 



Only because nature in its myriad forms corresponds with the myriad impulses of 
the Creative  

can it make these impulses real.   
Nature's richness lies in its power to nourish all living things;  

its greatness lies in its power to give them beauty and splendor.   
Thus it prospers all that lives.   
It is the Creative that begets things, but they are brought to birth by the Receptive. 

Applied to human affairs, therefore,  
what the hexagram indicates is action in conformity with the situation.   

The person in question is not in an independent position, but is acting as an 
assistant.   
This means that he must achieve something.   

It is not his task to try to lead - that would only make him lose the way –  
but to let him be led.   

If he knows how to meet fate with an attitude of acceptance, he is sure to find the 
right guidance.   
The superior man  

• lets himself be guided;  
• he does not go ahead blindly,  

• but learns from the situation what is demanded of him and  
• then follows this intimation from fate. 

 
Since there is something to be accomplished,  
we need friends and helpers in the hour of toil and effort,  

once the ideas to be realized are firmly set.   
The time of toil and effort is indicated by the west and the south,  

for west and south symbolize the place where the Receptive works for the Creative,  
as nature does in summer and autumn.   
If in that situation one does not mobilize all one's powers,  

the work to be accomplished will not be done.   
Hence to find friends there means to find guidance.   

But in addition to the time of toil and effort, there is also a time of planning, and for 
this we need solitude.   
The east symbolizes the place where a man receives orders from his master and 

the north the place where he reports on what he has done.   
At that time he must be alone and objective.   

In this sacred hour  
• he must do without companions so that  
• the purity of the moment may not be spoiled by factional hates and favoritism. 

 
THE IMAGE 

 
The earth's condition is receptive devotion.  
Thus the superior man who has breadth of character  

Carries the outer world.  
 

Just as there is only one heaven, so too there is only one earth.   



In the hexagram of the heaven the (doubling, of the trigram implies duration in 
time,  

but in the hexagram of earth the doubling connotes the solidity and extension in 
space by virtue of which  

the earth is able to carry and preserve all things that live and move upon it.   
The earth in its devotion carries all things, good and evil, without exception. 
In the same way the superior man gives to his character breadth, purity, and 

sustaining power,  
so that he is able both  

• to support and  
• to bear with people and things. 
 


