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HEXAGRAM 28 - Ta Kuo - Preponderance of the Great

AboveTUI  THE JOUYOUS, LAKE
Below SUN THE GENTLE, WIND, WOOD

This hexagram consists of
e four strong lines inside and
e two weak lines outside.



1. When
e the strong are outside and
¢ the weak inside,
o allis well and
o thereis
= nothing out of balance,
= nothing extraordinary in the situation.
2. Here, however, the opposite is the case.
e The hexagram represents a beam that is
o thick and heavy in the middle but
o too weak at the ends.
* This is a condition that cannot last;
* it must be changed, must pass, or misfortune will result.

THE JUDGMENT

PREPONDERANCE OF THE GREAT.

The ridgepole sags to the breaking point.
It furthers one to have somewhere to go.
Success.

The weight of the great is excessive.
The load is too heavy for the strength of the supports.
The ridgepole, on which the whole roof rests, sags to the breaking point,
because its supporting ends are too weak for the load they bear.
It is an exceptional time and situation;
therefore
extraordinary measures are demanded.
It is necessary
e to find a way of transition as quickly as possible, and
¢ to take action.
This promises success.
For although the strong element is in excess,
it is in the middle, that is, at the center of gravity, so that
a revolution is not to be feared.
Nothing is to be achieved by forcible measures.

The problem must be solved by

gentle penetration to the meaning of the situation

(as is suggested by the attribute of the inner trigram, Sun);
then

the change-over to other conditions will be successful.

It demands real superiority;

therefore

the time when the great preponderates is a momentous time.

THE IMAGE



The lake rises above the trees:

The image Of PREPONDERANCE OF THE GREAT.
Thus the superior man,

e when he stands alone, Is unconcerned, And

e if he has to renounce the world, He is undaunted.

e Extraordinary times when the great preponderates are like
o flood times when the lake rises over the treetops.
But such conditions are temporary.
The two trigrams indicate the attitude proper to such exceptional times:
e the symbol of the trigram Sun is the tree,
o which stands firm even though it stands alone, and
e the attribute of Tui is joyousness,
o which remains undaunted even if it must renounce the world.

THE LINES

0 Nine in the second place means:
e A dry poplar sprouts at the root.
e An older man takes a young wife.
Everything furthers.

Wood is near water; hence

the image of an old poplar sprouting at the root.

This means

an extraordinary reanimation of the processes of growth.

In the same way,

an extraordinary situation arises when an older man marries
a young girl who suits him.

Despite the unusualness of the situation, all goes well.

From the point of view of politics, the meaning is that

in exceptional times one does well to join with the lowly,

for this affords a possibility of renewal.

Six at the top means:

One must go through the water.
It goes over one's head.
Misfortune.

No blame.

Here is a situation in which the unusual has reached a climax.

One is courageous and wishes to accomplish one's task, nho matter what happens.
This leads into danger.

The water rises over one's head.

This is the misfortune.



But one incurs no blame in giving up one's life that the good and the right may
prevail.
There are things that are more important than life.

MOVING HEXAGRAM

HEXAGRAM 33 - Tun - Retreat

Above CHIEN THE CREATIVE, HEAVEN
Below KEN  KEEPING STILL, MOUNTAIN

The power of the dark is ascending.

The light retreats to security, so that

the dark cannot encroach upon it.

This retreat is a matter

e not of man's will

e but of natural law.

Therefore in this case withdrawal is proper;
it is the correct way to behave

in order not to exhaust one's forces. 1

In the calendar this hexagram is linked with the sixth month (July-August), in which
the forces of winter are already showing their influence.

THE JUDGMENT

RETREAT. Success.
In what is small, perseverance furthers.

Conditions are such that the hostile forces favored by the time are advancing.
In this case
e retreat is the right course, and
e it is through retreat that success is achieved.
But success consists in being able to carry out the retreat correctly.
Retreat is not to be confused with flight.
¢ Flight means saving oneself under any circumstances whereas
e retreat is a sign of strength.
We must be careful not to miss the right moment while
we are in full possession of power and position.
Then we shall be able
e to interpret the signs of the time
o before it is too late and
e to prepare for provisional retreat
o instead of being drawn into a desperate life-and-death struggle.



Thus
e we do not simply abandon the field to the opponent;
e we make it difficult for him to advance
by showing perseverance in single acts of resistance.
In this way
we prepare, while retreating, for the counter - movement.
Understanding the laws of a constructive retreat of this sort is not easy.
The meaning that lies hidden in such a time is important.

THE IMAGE

Mountain under heaven: the image of RETREAT.
Thus the superior man

keeps the inferior man at a distance,

Not angrily but with reserve.

The mountain rises up under heaven, but owing to its nature

it finally comes to a stop.

Heaven on the other hand

e retreats upward before it into the distance and

e remains out of reach.

This symbolizes the behavior of the superior man toward a climbing inferior;
he retreats into his own thoughts as the inferior man comes forward.
He does not hate him,

for hatred is a form of subjective involvement

by which we are bound to the hated object.

The superior man shows strength (heaven) in that

he brings the inferior man to a standstill (mountain)

by his dignified reserve.



