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HEXAGRAM 32 – Heng - Duration 
 
Above CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER  

Below SUN THE GENTLE, WIND 
 

• The strong trigram Chen is above,  
• the weak trigram Sun below.   
This hexagram is the inverse of the preceding one.   

• In the latter we have influence,  
• here we have union as an enduring condition.   

The two images are thunder and wind,  
which are likewise constantly paired phenomena.   
• The lower trigram indicates gentleness within;  

• the upper, movement without. 
 

In the sphere of social relationships,  
the hexagram represents the institution of marriage  
as the enduring union of the sexes.   

• During courtship  
o the young man subordinates himself to the girl,  

• but in marriage, which is represented by the coming together of  
the eldest son and the eldest daughter,  

o the husband is the directing and moving force outside,  

o while the wife, inside, is gentle and submissive. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 



 
DURATION.  Success.  No blame.   

Perseverance furthers.  
It furthers one to have somewhere to go. 

 
Duration  
• is a state whose movement is not worn down by hindrances.   

• It is not a state of rest, for mere standstill is regression.   
Duration  

• is rather the self-contained and therefore self-renewing movement of  
an organized, firmly integrated whole,  

o taking place in accordance with immutable laws and  

o beginning anew at every ending.   
 

The end is reached by an inward movement,  
by inhalation, systole, contraction, and  

this movement turns into a new beginning, in which  

the movement is directed outward,  
in exhalation, diastole, expansion. 

 
Heavenly bodies exemplify duration.   

They move in their fixed orbits, and  
because of this their light-giving power endures.   
The seasons of the year  

• follow a fixed law of change and transformation, hence  
• can produce effects that endure. 

 
So likewise  
the dedicated man  

• embodies an enduring meaning in his way of life, and thereby  
• the world is formed.   

In that which gives things their duration,  
we can come to understand the nature of all beings  
• in heaven and  

• on earth. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 
Thunder and wind: the image of DURATION.  

Thus the superior man  
• stands firm And  

• does not change his direction. 
 
• Thunder rolls, and  

• the wind blows;  
both  

• are examples of extreme mobility and so  
• are seemingly the very opposite of duration,  



but the laws governing their appearance and subsidence,  
their coming and going, endure.   

In the same way  
the independence of the superior man is not based on  

• rigidity and  
• immobility of character.   

He always  

• keeps abreast of the time and  
• changes with it.   

What endures is  
• the unswerving directive,  
• the inner law of his being,  

which determines all his actions. 
 

THE LINES 
 
 

Nine in the third place means:  
He who does not give duration to his character  

Meets with disgrace.  
Persistent humiliation. 

 
If a man remains at the mercy of moods of hope or fear aroused by the outer 
world,  

he loses his inner consistency of character.   
Such inconsistency invariably leads to distressing experiences.   

These humiliations often come from an unforeseen quarter.   
Such experiences are not merely effects produced by the external world,  
but logical consequences evoked by his own nature. 

 
 

Six in the fifth place means:   
Giving duration to one's character through perseverance.  
This is  

• good fortune for a woman,  
• misfortune for a man. 

 
• A woman should follow a man her whole life long, but  
• a man should at all times hold to what is his duty at the given moment.   

Should he persistently seek to conform to the woman,  
it would be a mistake for him.   

Accordingly it is altogether right for  
• a woman to hold conservatively to tradition,  
• but a man must always  

o be flexible and adaptable and  
o allow himself to be guided solely by what his duty requires of him at the 

moment. 
 



Six at the top means:  
Restlessness as an enduring condition brings misfortune. 

 
There are people who live in a state of perpetual hurry  

without ever attaining inner composure.   
Restlessness  
• not only prevents all thoroughness  

• but actually becomes a danger if it is dominant in places of authority. 
 

 
 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 

 
 
HEXAGRAM 06 – Sung - Conflict 

 
Above CH'IEN THE CREATIVE, HEAVEN   

Below K'AN  THE ABYSMAL, WATER 
 
1. The upper trigram, whose image is heaven, has an upward movement;  

the lower trigram, water, in accordance with its nature, tends downward.   
Thus the two halves move away from each other, giving rise to the idea of 

conflict.  
2. The attribute of the Creative is strength  

that of the abysmal is danger, guile.   
Where cunning has force before it, there is conflict. 

3. A third indication of conflict, in terms of character, is presented by the 

combination of  
deep cunning within and  

fixed determination outwardly.   
A person of this character will certainly be quarrelsome. 

 

THE JUDGMENT 
 

CONFLICT.   
• You are sincere And  
• are being obstructed.  

A cautious halt halfway brings good fortune.  
Going through to the end brings misfortune.  

It furthers one to see the great man.  
It does not further one to cross the great water. 
 

Conflict develops when one  
• feels himself to be in the right and  

• runs into opposition.   
If one is not convinced of being in the right, opposition leads  
• to craftiness or high-handed encroachment but  



• not to open conflict. 
 

If a man is entangled in a conflict,  
his only salvation lies in being so  

• clear-headed and  
• inwardly strong  
that he is always ready to come to terms by meeting the opponent halfway.   

To carry on the conflict to the bitter end has evil effects even when one is in the 
right,  

because the enmity is then perpetuated.   
It is important to see the great man,  
that is, an impartial man whose authority is great enough to  

• terminate the conflict amicably or  
• assure a just decision.   

 
In times of strife, crossing the great water is to be avoided, that is,  
dangerous enterprises are not to be begun,  

because in order to be successful they require concerted unity of forces.   
Conflict within weakens the power to conquer danger without. 

 
THE IMAGE 

 
Heaven and water go their opposite ways: The image of Conflict.  
Thus in all his transactions the superior man  

Carefully considers the beginning.  
 

The image indicates that  
the causes of conflict are latent in the opposing tendencies of the two trigram.   
Once these opposing tendencies appear, conflict is inevitable.   

To avoid it, therefore, everything must be taken carefully into consideration in the 
very beginning.   

• If rights and duties are exactly defined, or  
• if, in a group, the spiritual trends of the individuals harmonize,  
the cause of conflict is removed in advance. 

 
 


