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HEXAGRAM 40 - Hsieh - Deliverance

Above CHEN THE AROUSING, THUNDER
Below K'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER

Here the movement goes out of the sphere of danger.
e The obstacle has been removed,

the difficulties are being resolved.

Deliverance is not yet achieved;

it is just in its beginning, and

the hexagram represents its various stages.



THE JUDGMENT

DELIVERANCE.

The southwest furthers.

e If there is no longer anything where one has to go,
o Return brings good fortune.

e If there is still something where one has to go,
o Hastening brings good fortune.

This refers to a time in which tensions and complications begin to be eased.
At such times

we ought to make our way back to ordinary conditions as soon as possible;
this is the meaning of "the southwest."

These periods of sudden change have great importance.

Just as

rain relieves atmospheric tension, making all the buds burst open,
SO

a time of deliverance from burdensome pressure has a

e liberating and

e stimulating

effect on life.

One thing is important, however: in such times

we must not overdo our triumph.

The point is not to push on farther than is necessary.

Returning to the regular order of life

as soon as deliverance is achieved

brings good fortune.

If there are any residual matters that ought to be attended to,

it should be done as quickly as possible,

so that

e a clean sweep is made and

e no retardation occur.

THE IMAGE

Thunder and rain set in: The image of DELIVERANCE.
Thus the superior man

e pardons mistakes And

e forgives misdeeds.

e A thunderstorm has the effect of clearing the air;
e the superior man produces a similar effect
when dealing with mistakes and sins of men
that induce a condition of tension.
Through clarity he brings deliverance.
However,
when failings come to light,



he does not dwell on them;

e he simply passes over mistakes, the unintentional transgressions,
o just as thunder dies away.

e He forgives misdeeds, the intentional transgressions,
o just as water washes everything clean.

THE LINES

0 Nine in the second place means:
One

kills three foxes in the field And
receives a yellow arrow.
Perseverance brings good fortune.

The image is taken from the hunt.
The hunter
e catches three cunning foxes and
e receives a yellow arrow as a reward.
The obstacles in public life are
e the designing foxes who try to influence the ruler through flattery.
They
e must be removed before there can be any deliverance.
But the struggle must not be carried on with the wrong weapons.
e The yellow color
o points to measure and mean in proceeding against the enemy;
e the arrow
o signifies the straight course.
If
e one devotes himself wholeheartedly to the task of deliverance,
¢ he develops so much inner strength from his rectitude
that it acts as a weapon against all that is false and low.

Nine in the fourth place means:
Deliver yourself from your great toe.
Then
e the companion comes, And
e him you can trust.
In times of standstill it will happen that
e inferior people attach themselves to a superior man, and
through force of daily habit
e they
o may grow very close to him and
o become indispensable,
just as
the big toe is indispensable to the foot because
it makes walking easier.




But when the time of deliverance draws near, with its call to deeds,
a man must free himself from such chance acquaintances with whom
he has no inner connection.

For otherwise

the friends who share his views,

e on whom he could really rely and

e together with whom he could accomplish something,

mistrust him and stay away.

0 Six in the fifth place means:

If only the superior man can deliver himself,
It brings good fortune.

Thus

he proves to inferior men that he is in earnest.

Times of deliverance demand inner resolve.

Inferior people cannot be driven off by

e prohibitions or

e any external means.

If one desires to be rid of them,

he must first break completely with them in his own mind;
they

e will see for themselves that he is in earnest and

e will withdraw.

MOVING HEXAGRAM

HEXAGRAM 08 - Pi - Holding Together [Union]

AboveK'AN THE ABYSMAL, WATER
Below K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH

The waters on the surface of the earth flow together wherever they can,
as for example in the ocean,

where all the rivers come together.

Symbolically this connotes

¢ holding together and

e the laws that regulate it.

The same idea is suggested by the fact that

all the lines of the hexagram except the fifth, the place of the ruler, are yielding.
The yielding lines hold together because they are influenced by

¢ a man of strong will in the leading position,

¢ a man who is their center of union.



Moreover, this strong and guiding personality in turn holds together with the
others,
finding in them the complement of his own nature.

THE JUDGMENT

HOLDING TOGETHER brings good fortune.

Inquire of the oracle once again

Whether you possess sublimity, constancy, and perseverance;
Then there is no blame.

Those who are uncertain gradually join.

Whoever comes too late

Meets with misfortune.

What is required is that we unite with others, in order that

all may complement and aid one another through holding together.

But such holding together calls for a central figure around whom other persons may
unite.

To become a center of influence holding people together is a

e grave matter and

o fraught with great responsibility.

It requires

e greatness of spirit,

e consistency, and

e strength.

Therefore let him who wishes to gather others about him ask himself whether he is
equal to the undertaking,

for anyone attempting the task without a real calling for it

only makes confusion worse than if no union at all had taken place.

But when there is a real rallying point,

those who at first are hesitant or uncertain gradually come in of their own accord.
Late-comers must suffer the consequences, for in holding together the question of
the right time is also important.

Relationships are formed and firmly established according to definite inner laws.
Common experiences strengthen these ties, and he who comes too late to share in
these basic experiences must suffer for it if, as a straggler, he finds the door
locked.

If a man

e has recognized the necessity for union and

e does not feel strong enough to function as the center,

it is his duty to become a member of some other organic fellowship.

THE IMAGE

On the earth is water: The image Of HOLDING TOGETHER.
Thus the kings of antiquity



¢ Bestowed the different states as fiefs And
e cultivated friendly relations With the feudal lords.

Water

o fills up all the empty places on the earth and

e clings fast to it.

The social organization of ancient China was based on this principle of the holding
together of

e dependents and

e rulers.

Water flows to unite with water, because all parts of it are subject to the same
laws.

So too should human society hold together through a community of interests that
allows each individual to feel himself a member of a whole.

The central power of a social organization must see to it that

every member finds that his true interest lies in holding together with it,

as was the case in the paternal relationship between king and vassals in ancient
China.



