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HEXAGRAM 12 - P’i  - Standstill  (Stagnation)  
 

Above CH'IEN THE CREATIVE, HEAVEN 
Below K'UN  THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 
 

This hexagram is the opposite of the preceding one.   
• Heaven is above, drawing farther and farther away, while  

• the earth below sinks farther into the depths. 
The creative powers are not in relation.   
It is a time of standstill and decline.   

This hexagram is linked with the seventh month (August-September),  
when  

• the year has passed its zenith and  
• autumnal decay is setting in. 
 

THE JUDGMENT 
 

STANDSTILL.   
Evil people do not further  
The perseverance of the superior man.  

• The great departs  
• the small approaches. 

 
• Heaven and earth are out of communion and  

• all things are benumbed.   
 
• What is above has no relation to what is below, and  

• on earth confusion and disorder prevail.   
 

• The dark power within,  
• the light power is without.   
 

• Weakness is within,  
• harshness without.   

 
• Within are the inferior, and  



• without are the superior.   
 

• The way of inferior people is in ascent;  
• the way of superior people is on the decline.   

 
But the superior people do not allow themselves to be turned from their principles.   
If the possibility of exerting influence is closed to them,  

they nevertheless  
• remain faithful to their principles and  

• withdraw into seclusion. 
 
THE IMAGE  

 
Heaven and earth do not unite: The image Of STANDSTILL.  

Thus  
• the superior man falls back upon his inner worth In order to escape the 

difficulties.  

• He does not permit himself to be honored with revenue.  
 

When, owing to the influence of inferior men, mutual mistrust prevails in public life,  
fruitful activity is rendered impossible,  

because the fundaments are wrong.   
Therefore  
• the superior man knows what he must do under such circumstances;  

• he does not allow himself to be tempted by dazzling offers to take part in public 
activities.   

This would only expose him to danger, since he cannot assent to the meanness of 
the others.   
He therefore  

• hides his worth and  
• withdraws into seclusion. 

 
THE LINES 
 

 
0 Nine in the fifth place means:  

Standstill is giving way.  
Good fortune for the great man.  
• "What if it should fail,  

• what if it should fall?"  
In this way he ties it to a cluster of mulberry shoots. 

 
The time undergoes a change.   
The right man, able to restore order, has arrived.   

Hence "Good fortune."  
But such periods of transition are the very times in which we must  

• fear and  
• tremble.   



Success is assured only through greatest caution,  
which asks always,  

"What if it should fail?"  
When a mulberry bush is cut down,  

a number of unusually strong shoots sprout from the roots.   
Hence the image of tying something to a cluster of mulberry shoots  
is used to symbolize the way of making success certain.   

 
Confucius says about this line: 

• Danger arises when a man feels secure in his position.   
• Destruction threatens when a man seeks to preserve his worldly estate.   
• Confusion develops when a man has put everything in order.   

Therefore  
the superior man does not forget  

• danger in his security, nor  
• ruin when he is well established, nor  
• confusion when his affairs are in order.   

In this way  
he  

• gains personal safety and  
• is able to protect the empire. 

 
 
 

 

MOVING HEXAGRAM 
 
 

 
 

HEXAGRAM 35 – Chin - Progress 
 
Above LI THE CLINGING, FIRE 

Below K'UN THE RECEPTIVE, EARTH 
 

The hexagram represents the sun rising over the earth.   
It is therefore the symbol of rapid, easy progress,  
which at the same time means  

• ever widening expansion and  
• clarity. 

 
THE JUDGMENT 
 

PROGRESS.   
The powerful prince  

Is honored with horses in large numbers.  
In a single day he is granted audience three times.  
 



As an example of progress, this pictures a time when  
a powerful feudal lord  

• rallies the other lords around the sovereign and  
• pledges fealty and peace.   

The sovereign  
• rewards him richly and  
• invites him to a closer intimacy. 

 
A twofold idea is set forth here.   

1. The actual effect of the progress emanates from a man  
• who is in a dependent position and  
• whom the others  

o regard as their equal and  
o are therefore willing to follow.   

This leader has enough clarity of vision  
• not to abuse his great influence  
• but to use it rather for the benefit of his ruler.   

2. His ruler in turn  
• is free of all jealousy,  

• showers presents on the great man, and  
• invites him continually to his court.   

 
• An enlightened ruler and  
• an obedient servant –  

this is the condition on which great progress depends. 
 

THE IMAGE 
 
The sun rises over the earth: The image Of PROGRESS.  

Thus the superior man himself  
Brightens his bright virtue. 

 
The light of the sun as it rises over the earth is by nature clear.   
The higher the sun rises,  

the more it emerges from the dark mists,  
spreading the pristine purity of its rays over an ever widening area.   

The real nature of man  
• is likewise originally good,  
• but it  

o becomes clouded by contact with earthly things and therefore  
o needs purification before it can shine forth in its native clarity.  1 

 
 
 


